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A cordial welcome—Public religious services. 


Athens, Nov. 22, 1852. — eaving | 


London Thursday the 4th inst., and 
passing through Cologne, Dresden and 
Vienna, the most expeditious route, I 
arrived at Trieste the Wednesday fol- 
lowing. Another week brought me to 
Pirwus, by way of Corfu, a little more 
than five weeks from Boston, including 
ten days’ detention in London. Letters 
from Boston are sometimes received in 
twenty-two days. Greatly to my regret 
it was found expedient that this visit 
should be made by one, only of the de- 
putation. The journey would be una- 
voidably a hurried one and the visit it- 
self all too brief, in consequence of the 
steamboat arrangements on the Mediter- 
ranean, and the necessity of returning 
from Greece to Corfu to take passage in 
the Alexandria steamer. 

The welcome which greeted me at the 
Pireeus and in this city was most warm 
hearted, not the less that my coming 
had been wholly unanticipated ; and the 
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few days I have since spent in the homes 
of our missionaries have been days of the 
richest religious and social intercourse. 
Yesterday (Sabbath) I had repeated op- 
portunities of uniting in their public re- 
ligious worship. Mr. Buel in the morning 
preached at Pirwus from 2 Thess. ii. 12, 
“ Who believed not the truth.” It was the 
complement of a discourse begun the 
Sabbath previous, and was delivered in 
the presence of more than twenty of the 
resident Greeks. In the afternoon Mr. 
Arnold in this city discoursed from the 
words, “ Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap,” &e. Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
About the same number of men were 
present, but fewer females. Both dis- 
courses were delivered with manifest 
freedom and an earnest fidelity, and 
both were listened to throughout with 
fixed attention. Among the hearers 
were men and women of the higher as 
well as humbler classes, and from differ- 
ent and distant provinces.* The devo- 

* Among the attendants (Greeks) at the service in 
Athens were two of the native citizens, one from 
Rhodes, three from Zante, one from Cephalonia, 


one from Patras, one from Constantinople, two from 
Cwsarea, one from Sparta and one from Thessaly. 
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tional services were also conducted not 
only with fluency but with equal simpli- 
city and fervor, contrasting strikingly 
with the services of the national ritual, 
and at Pireus were interspersed with 
spiritual songs. Both places of worship, 
(rooms set apart for the purpose,) were 
to us as the house of God. What more 
was needed that the word of God might 
be glorified, save the power of the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven? Arrange- 
ments had been contemplated for an 
evening discourse, the beginning of a 
series of expository lectures; but for the 
present occasion the commemoration of 
the Lord’s Supper was substituted. Nor 
can I remember when the Master of the 
feast was more evidently present “ in the 
breaking of bread,” or his love more 
eabundantly poured forth. 
Inquiry and observation—Twenty years’ pro- 
gress in Greece. 

I have not time to give even a sum- 
mary of the conversations had with these 
our beloved missionaries, the few swiftly 
passing days we have been together. 
Every moment that could be redeemed 
from necessary rest and refreshment, has 
been devoted to inquiry and observation. 
Many unexpected facilities have also 
been furnished in the kind attentions of 
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Hill, of the Protestant 
Episcopal Mission, and of Dr. King, of 
the American Board ; and scarcely less 
from intelligent Greeks both at Athens 
and Syra, with several of whom I had 
the pleasure of repeated personal inter- 
views. Indeed, the very aspect of Free 
Greece, especially of Athens, Piraeus 
and Syra, contrasted with what it was 
twenty years ago, gives information alike 
authentic and inspiriting. 

A little more than twenty years ago 
the present kingdom of Greece was a 
desolation.* Not a dwelling was stand- 
ing in Athens or Pirmus. Ancient and 
modern structures alike were one pro- 
miscuous ruin. Athens is now a well 
built city, with numerous lofty and spa- 
cious edifices, public and private, and a 


* The battle of Navarino, which made Greece free, 
was fought in 1827. 
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population of 25,000. It has, beside its 
regal palace, a parliament-house and its 
halls of justice, a magnificent university, 
and a still more magnificent edifice for 
a female seminary; the latter the fruit 
of private but princely munificence, in- 
volving an expenditure of more than 
$50,000. Piraeus, the port of Athens, 
has an additional population of from four 
to five thousand, all Greeks. The prin- 
cipal town of Syra, Hermoupolis, num- 
bers 18,000. And every where are 
marks of industry, intelligence and thrift ; 
every where are unmistakable signs of 
native energy, stimulated by conscious 
personal and national freedom, unaided 
though it is, or rather burdened, by 
corrupt and imbecile misrule. 

The educational movement among 
the Greeks during these twenty years is 
still more noteworthy. One of the earli- 
est schools, and for a time the solitary 
school at Syra, was established by the 
Rev. Mr. Hildner, of the English Church 
Missionary Society. Next followed at 
Athens the school establishment founded 
by the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Ilill, number- 
ing at one period more than a thousand 
pupils. Both these schools have exerted 
a powerful and salutary influence, and 
under the same indefatigable superin- 
tendents, are still large and flourishing. 
But they have lost in some measure their 
undesired singularity. In Greece at the 
present hour, there are more than 300 
schools with 80,000 pupils, the population 
of all Greece rising to about 1,000,000. 
In Athens one person in every five is 
engaged in study. Five hundred stu- 
dents are in the university. One in 
every five or six at Syra are also pupils. 
The number of schools in Hermoupolis 
is twenty-two, and of pupils 3,500. The 
impulse is beginning to be felt in the 
remotest valleys of Greece, and the com- 
ing generation, so far at least as regards 
elementary teaching,—I speak of the 
masses — will be an educated people. 
This movement in behalf of general edu- 
cation honors the national character, but 
its first quickening and direction, as 
intimated above, are eminently attribut- 
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able to philanthropists from abroad. The 
general education of the people, though 
not indispensable to the success of the gos- 
pel, provides the fittest soil. Errors are un- 
dermined, superstitions weakened, bigot- 
ry and intolerance meliorated. Young 
Greece enlightened, will not abide un- 
meaning ceremonies. It is the time to 
sow the seed. One of the fairest-minded 
Greeks whom I have seen, well cogni- 
zant of the character and tendencies of 
the Greek youth in the more educated 
districts, insisted in reiterated terms on 
the present demand for preachers. He 
was from Macedonia. “It is a ery from 
Macedonia,” said he; “I am a man of 
Macedonia; send us preachers, SEND US 
PREACHERS.” 


Views of the missionaries on the work be- 
fore them. 

On more than one occasion I availed 
myself of a favorable opportunity to 
sound the sentiments of the missionaries 
on the work before them; not for my 
personal satisfaction, but that I might the 
more effectually allay any lingering 
solicitudes of others, with respect to their 
own appreciation of the hopefulness of 
their undertaking. All is right here. 
Probed to the inmost, there is, plainly, 
with the missionaries no misgiving. 
They love their work. They believe it 
is a work approved of God; and if sus- 
tained by the prayers, with the offerings, 
of the churches, that God will prosper it. 
Therefore they build. “ Your missionaries 
in Greece are hopeful,” said they ; “ why 
should they not be? What right or rea- 
son have they to be discouraged ?” 
They spoke of the great commission. 
“The gospel must be preached to all 
nations. Greece falls within the requisi- 
tion. Your missionaries came to Greece 
for no other purpose than to fulfil the 
Commission ; we stay in Greece for no 
other; we are prosecuting no other. 
We are laboring, therefore, in a line 
with the Commission, and why should we 
not be hopeful ? Greece falls within the 
promise too; we have read the decree 
from Zion. Greece belongs to its King. 
There is no disputed boundary question 
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here. What right or reason can we 
have not to be hopeful ?” 

The missionaries have been in Greece 
long enough to appreciate the Greek 
character. ‘They know its lights and its 
shadows. They understand well the 
value of the gift of “ discerning of spir- 
its,” how much must be accomplished in 
moulding that character into truthfulness, 
simplicity and godly sincerity. “ Greeks, 
in common with other nations, are sin- 
ners. But are they sinners above all the 
Europeans? If they are, then for this 
reason they have the first claim to mis- 
sionary effort. But the vices of the 
Greeks have been-engendered, at least 
fostered, by long servitude. Knowledge 
and freedom will help subdue them. 
The gospel has subdued them, in other 
times on the same fields among their an- 
cestors. Weare confidently persuaded 
that the same gospel, the word of truth, 
accompanied by the spirit of truth, can 
achieve the same triumph anew.” But 
there are lights also. 


Their grounds of encouragement. 

Say the missionaries, “ We are in the 
midst of a young, enterprising, energetic 
and growing people. We are in the 
midst of a reading people, an inquiring 
people, and if not yet an educated, yeta 
rapidly learning people. ‘The school- 
master is abroad’ in this land. Schools © 
are every where” (1 quote their words ;) 
“and they are filled with intelligent 
pupils, thirsting for knowledge and en- 
dowed with more than ordinary powers 
for acquiring it.” They speak of munifi- 
cent private endowments for educational 
purposes, which have poured into 
Greece from Greeks abroad. The one 
already alluded to (the seminary for 
female education) is but a specimen of 
many similar noble deeds. “It is a 
privilege,” such was the language they 
held, “to witness the progress of such 
a people, and especially to be permitted to 
sow among them the seed of evangelical 
truth in this their national spring time. 
We are sure that gross superstitions can- 
not long retain such a people in bondage. 
They will emancipate themselves from 
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this yoke, to exchange it for the easy 
yoke of Christ’s disciples, or else to run 
riot in the lawlessness of infidelity.” 


The missionaries were reminded of 
the discouragements growing out of the 
national religion, and the restrictions im- 
posed upon religious liberty, by common 
public sentiment if not by statute. 
“True, the Greek’s religion stands in 
patriotism ; its essence, with him, is the 
national spirit. The Greek church is 
the bond of union to the widely diver- 
gent branches of the Greek race. Dis- 
sent is disastrous to national prosper- 
ity ; dissent threatens national existence. 
And hence religion—the Greek religion 
—and love of country are held synony- 
mous. To depart from the national 
faith is almost as if one were to commit 
treason—in popular estimation. Still, 
there are no insuperable hindrances. 
We are subject to no such prejudice as 
to prevent us from associating with the 
people. Nor are our public services 
ever interrupted for want of hearers. 
Those who come, are few in number, but 
they come without urgent solicitation, 
and if they do not ‘ remain to pray,’ yet 
on the other hand we have no reason to 
believe that they ‘come to scoff.’ God 
has given us already a little band of 
brethren in whom we have confidence— 
‘our joy and crown,’ we trust, ‘in the 
day of the Lord Jesus.’” With regard 
to religious liberty, they added, “ No 
restrictive laws fetter us. A foundation 
for such laws may have been laid,” (in 
the article of the Greek constitution 
which forbids proselytism,) “ but no super- 
structure of law, with penalty affixed, has 
been erected upon it. This was virtual- 
ly admitted in the late action entered 
against Dr. King. The charge of prose- 
lytism was omitted. And the effort to 
banish that Christian teacher, made by a 
small party, and unsupported by the 
sympathy of the Greek people, has 
proved to the present hour abortive.” 

The missionaries appealed with lively 
sympathies to the missionary labors 


among the Armenians and Nestorians, as 
an additional ground of encouragement. 
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The Greek church might present perhaps 
some features more corrupt and forbid- 
ding, but as there so here, there were the 
elements of a like revival of a pure faith. 

I have extended these representations 
much beyond my original intention, but 
they indicate, beyond misconception, the 
spirit and bearing of our missionary 
brethren. They closed by saying, not 
in anger and not in the way of intended 
rebuke, with reference to the season to 
reap the expected harvest, “Some may 
be ready to say, ‘The due season was 
long ago.’ It is indeed many years since 
the Greek Mission was first established ; 
or rather, since it was first undertaken ;— 
for established it could not be said to be, 
while the question of its continuance or 
abandonment was every two or three 
years under discussion. But it is Jess 
than nine years since we gained a foot- 
hold in Greece. Our predecessors were 
much hindered by failure of health and 
by removals. Ourown labors have been 
interrupted not a little by the uncertainty 
of our position. More than once we have 
been called to turn aside from our work, 
to answer the inquiry, did we prefer to 
live or die, as a mission. And this un- 
certainty has been one of our chief dis- 
couragements and difficulties. That, we 
hope, is now passed. And therefore we 
hope to labor for nine years to come; 
and to labor, if God spares our lives so 
long, with stronger hearts and freer spir- 


already gained. With these encourage- 
ments we are hopeful; with these encour- 
agements we are more than willing to go 
on. Pray for us, therefore, that the word 
of the Lord may have free course and be 
glorified; not in some stinted measure, 
but even as it is with you.” Why should 
it not be thus glorified? The Lord has- 
ten it in his time. 
Sentiments of Greek brethren. 

I have already mentioned our native 
brethren at Athens—Ulysses Kynegos 
and John Thanopulo. Having an op- 
portunity, at the close of our yesterday’s 
communion, to give a brief exposition of 
what interested them on that occasion, 
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they each adverted, among other things, 
to the subject of the above communica- 
tions, speaking nearly as follows. (I give 
but an extract.) 

“Say to our brethren in America, 
that we have heard that they have in 
time past entertained the idea of recall- 
ing their missionaries, and abandoning 
their work in Greece. We hope they 
will give no place to such a thought in 
future. Weare few, it is true; but we 
are more than any other body of Prot- 
estants in Greece, and we hope, through 
x0d’s blessing, to have our numbers in- 
creased. We are the only ones who 
have attracted persecution; and we re- 
gard this as a testimony in our favor.” 
These were the words of John. Kynegos 
said, “I wish to express through our 
brother my gratitude to the brethren in 
America, for their labors and sacrifices 
to promote the knowledge of gospel truth 
in this country. I join in the hope which 
br. John has expressed, that they will 
continue to use all possible means for 
the establishment and enlargement of a 
pure Christian church in Greece. As 
to ourselves, we hope through God's 
grace, not only, as our brother has said, 
to remain steadfast in the truth, but also 
to glorify God by doing good to others. 
We desire to be remembered always in 
the prayers of our brethren in America, 
as they are in ours.” 

Schools in Syra; 

Corfu, Nov. 29.—Tuesday evening I 
parted with our friends at Pirwus, leav- 
ing them in cheerful hope to resume 
their labors, Mrs. Buel not fully restored 
to her wonted strength, but convalescing. 
At Syra, the point of intersection for 
several lines of steamers, between Mar- 
seilles, Trieste, Smyrna, Constantinople, 
Alexandria, &e., I again called on the 
American consul, Mr. Evangelides, in 
whom on my previous visit I had most 
unexpectedly recognized an early youth- 
ful acquaiztance. Mr. Evangelides has 
in charge one of the numerous schools of 
the island, embracing a department of 
about thirty-five boarders and a still 
larger number of day pupils. The school 
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was established in 1839, and has already 
graduated more than three hundred pu- 
pils. Bible instruction is constantly 
given, Mr. E. using the original Greek 
Testament, which, he informs me, is as 
readily understood by those who learn to 
read, as the Scriptures in modern Greek. 
The girls’ school taught by Mr. Hildner, 
in the same neighborhood, numbers 300 
members. At Zante only a few min- 
utes’ conversation could be had with the 
convert Canalis, on Friday, and early 
the next day we again cast anchor before 
Corfu. Steam navigation is not remark- 
ably swift in these waters, but none the 
less safe. If a storm rises, we seck shel- 
ter behind some headland or in a quiet 
haven; and as the storm rises suddenly, 
so it quickly subsides. 
Corfu—A narrative of Christian experience. 

I am compelled to abridge as far as I 
may the notes of my stay in Corfu. Mrs. 
Dickson is diligently engaged in her 
day school, assisted by several teachers, 
the expense being partly defrayed by a 
small payment assessed for their services. 
Connected with this is a Sabbath school. 
The attendance has been reduced by the 
prevalence of small pox the past season, 
which since the opening of the year has 
swept away more than 3,500 of the 
population. The epidemic is now greatly 
abated. On the Sabbath, besides at- 
tending the services of the British chap- 
lain in the citadel, the Rev. Mr. Char- 
teris, to whose kind hospitalities I am 
under peculiar obligations, our little 
branch church, just large enough to plead 
the Saviour's promise, met for religious 
worship at noon. Sakellarius made one 
of our little company; and at his special 
solicitation we united in the communion 
of the Lord’s Supper. At a previous 
interview I had requested him to give me 
a brief narrative of the way in which he 
had been led to a knowledge of the truth. 
I give you the substance of its closing 
part, retaining as nearly as possible his 
own language, conveyed through an in- 
terpreter. 

“T read Pilgrim's Progress. I was a 
month in reading it through. I felt the 
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burden on my back, and as I read the 
more I was burdened. And I prayed 
the more earnestly. I prayed to Jesus 
Christ, that he would deliver me from 
my sins and give me true faith, the faith 
that he gave to Christian. Before I had 
finished the book I was relieved of the 
burden, I knew not how, and again I 
read the book throvgh, more interested 
than before, praying also that God would 
give me strength to overcome sin and 
temptation and persecution, as Christian 
had fought and overcome. For many 
months afterwards I was very happy in 
reading the Scriptures and prayer. But 
Thad perplexity. I thought that I had not 
been baptized and that a Christian ought 
to be. I told my perplexity to Paionides, 
who advised me to follow my conscience. I 
told Mr. Buel. He inquired why I wished 
to be baptized, and why I had thought 
of that subject. Mr. B. reminded me of 
the persecutions—the reproach and in- 
jury—which being baptized would brirg 
upon me. I thought still that Christians 
ought to do the commands of Christ, and 
not be careful for the doings of man. Mr. 
B. consented to baptize me. All that 
week I was full of joy, and on Saturday 
we went to Pirwus. The next morning 
early, as the sun was rising over the hills, 
we went down to the bay of Phalerum. 
Mr. Buel baptized me. Paionides and 
Kynegos were also present. Since that 
time my mind has been filled with peace ; 
and with great joy, that God had counted 
me worthy that He should bestow on me 
this grace.” 
Religious freedom in Greece. 

Alexandria, Dec. 3.—I take the 
earliest opportunity to complete my notes 
of the Greek Mission. The Executive 
Committee will expect me to state in con- 
clusion, though briefly, my own convic- 
tions, and the grounds of them. 

In the first place, then, although it 
seems to me very much like a truism to 
assert it, Greece is open for evangeliza- 
tion. It is open inlaw. Nothing forbids 
the preacher to go where he will, declar- 
ing the gospel of God. The Greek 
priest may preach the gospel, the foreign 
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teacher may also preach it. There is 
nothing, civil or ecclesiastical, that forbids 
even the Greek church to rebuild on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor- 
ner-stone. There is nothing in public 
sentiment that precludes, at fitting times 
and in right ways, the preaching of the 
gospel. The truth may be preached, 
truth that makes wise to salvation, with- 
out having recourse to railing or contro- 
versy. Let the light shine, darkness will 
flee before it. The preaching of the 
gospel has sometimes borne reproach due 
rather to what was merely incidental. 
The freedom allowed to the preacher 
extends equally to the bible and tract 
distributor, and the religious school teach- 
er. Greece is opep to the preacher in 
point of fact. The gospel is preached 
there, preached openly and confessedly, 
preached boldly, preached faithfully even 
in high places, no man forbidding. We 
do not assert that this will always be so ; 
but if the prospect were dark for the 
future, so much stronger the motive to 
work while it is to-day. So argued our 
Saviour; “ Work while it is called to-day; 
the night cometh.” 
Encouragement to hope for its continuance. 
2. There are encouragements to hope 
that Greece will continue an open field. 
The crisis may come when the legitimate 
fruits of faithful preaching shall have 
begun more fully to appear; when a 
more just understanding of the Scrip- 
tures, a better informed conscience, a 
heart more impenetrated with the senti- 
ment of spiritual worship than fascinated 
with outward forms, shall incline the true 
worshipper to abandon what he may de- 
spair to amend; the ery of “ proselytism” 
may be sounded against us, and the 
charge it may not be possible, without 
prevarication, to repel. Whatever other 
communions may do, Baptists, if true to 
their faith, must labor to build churches 
like themselves. Yetin such a crisis even, 
there is much reason to hope that the 
evil would yield to the good. The con- 
stitution of Greece forbids “ proselytism,” 
it is admitted ; but it is equally true, as 
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the missionaries note, the prohibition is 
a dead letter ; no superstructure of law, 
with penalty aflixed, has been built upon 
it; and it is yet to be seen whether pub- 
lic sentiment at Athens will admit, much 
more demand the enactment of such law. 
Public sentiment is becoming every day 
more enlightened and liberal. Especial- 
ly is this so in the kingdom of Greece 
and in those parts of it which give to 
public sentiment its tone and direction. 
General education, commercial inter- 
course, social and political relations, at 
least with Protestant states and people, 
and even the influx of wealth and growth 
of taste, all tend to this. The pride of 
country and the native love of freedom 
will be auxiliary. These and like influ- 
ences have already raised “ Free Greece” 
above the common level of dependent or 
servile Greece. In passing from the 
Tonian islands to Syra and Athens, I 
could not but mark almost instantaneous- 
ly the contrast of mien and bearing. 
And the same contrast, I am told, is to 
be seen in favor of the free Greek as 
compared with the Greek population of 
Turkey. Yet, even in Corfu, Greek 
fanaticism and intolerance can be ame- 
liorated. A Greek convert, known as 
having departed from the customs of bis 
fathers, can walk abroad without fear of 
insult. Witness the case of Sakellarius. 
And the Ionian government is able, and 
can be constrained, if need be, to enforce 


_ full toleration and personal safety.* It 


is a circumstance auspicious to the main- 
tenance of religious liberty that the na- 
tional Greek church is so far dissevered 
from the Greek Oriental or Constanti- 
nopolitan church; and in the same degree 
is left to the independent influence of its 
own more rapid enlightenment. The pa- 
triarch of Constantinople has recognized 
the National Greek Church, but the na- 
tional church has not acknowledged, as 
its ecclesiastical head, the Constanti- 
nopolitan patriarch. And if general ex- 


* Mr. Buel was told by one who had been high in 
authority at Corfu, at the time of his injurious re- 
moval, that had he chosen to claim protection and 
abide the issue, the government could and would 
have sustained his appeal. 


pectation hold true, it will not. With 
respect to the popular sentiment, as bear- 
ing on religious freedom, present and 
prospective, I made careful inquiries 
both at Athens and Syra. An educated 
Greek assured me that nothing on this 
point need be apprehended, were fidelity 
coupled with wisdom and meekness. He 
would wish the Greek Church to be en- 
lightened, remodelled, simplified; but 
he was not averse, he was anxious rather, 
that by some means the gospel might reach 
his countrymen, and he believed that how- 
ever or by whomsoever it might be preach- 
ed, it would command not tolerance’on- 
ly, but acceptance. All these specula- 
tions are, of course, not demonstrations ; 
at most they are probabilities. But they 
are probabilities subject to the disposing 
Providence of the infinitely wise and 
merciful God, who intends to show mer- 
cy, who has declared his decree, who is 
even now going forth in the greatness of 
his mercy among the nations, and who is 
the hearerof prayer. Does not this 
providence, accordant with the divine 
word, furnish a sufficient warrant to act 
on such probabilities, until they cease, if 
ever, to be possibilities or shall be real- 
ized in very deed ? 
Acknowledged supremacy of the Scriptures. 

3. There are peculiar considerations 
that encourage the hope of success in 
evangelization. The principal may be 
summed up under three heads ; the youth- 
fulness of the Greek kingdom, well de- 
nominated by the missionaries “the na- 
tional spring time,” the impulse already 
given to general education, and the pre- 
eminence universally awarded in reli- 
gious matters, professedly at least, to the 
sacred Scriptures. No pope, patriarch 
nor council, can overweigh the supreme 
authority of the word of God. And to 
this give all their most revered fathers in 
the Greek Church witness, a “thus saith 
the Lord” being an end to all controver- 
sy. This consideration makes a peculiar 
appeal to us, inasmuch as it is our glory 
and boast to hold to the uttermost that 
cardinal principle, “the bible the only 


and sufficient rule of religious belief and 
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practice.” It urges its appeal the more 
forcibly, inasmuch also, in the course of 
divine providence, as it seems to address 
us alone. Other denominations of evan- 
gelical Christians have virtually relin- 
quished the field. It is well understood 
that when the representatives of those de- 
nominations, now occupying singly their 
several posts, shall have fulfilled their 
service, none will be sent forth to reoc- 
cupy their positions. Missionary socie- 
ties seek to concentrate their forces. We 
abide in the field and at liberty to avail 
of their labors. Be it ours to bear them 
onward to full maturity. Why should 
the work cease? And let us bear it on 
worthily. Thus far we have been exper- 
imenting. If we would do our work, and 
evangelize the people, we must put forth 
more strength. One man nor two men 
can achieve the enterprise. SEND THEM 
HELPERS. 
Conclusion. 

I thank God that I have seen Greece 
and have seen the missionaries. Passing 
along the Jonian Islands, and comparing 
all that I had heard with what I had 
seen in Corfu, (where, at the time of my 
first visit, the people were thronging the 
streets on the festal day of their patron 
saint, Spiridion,) and remembering the 
weight of wisdom and years that had 
been arrayed against the Greek Mission, 
when its advocates seemed reduced to 
almost a solitary individual, (although 
there were “seven thousand in Israel,”) 
and then looking out upon the bare and 
inhospitable rocks that every where 
seemed to repel the approach of foe or 
friend, it will not be thought strange if 
for a brief space I felt conscious of pain- 
ful misgivings. But those bare and rug- 
ged rocks are for defence. Pass over 
those barriers. The valleys, rich with 
the vine and the olive, lie within. So 
with the intellectual and moral aspect. 
At first forbidding, but, as you advance, 
giving signs of mellowness and fertility. 
The valleys lie within. They are many 


and broad. They need only the hand 
of the husbandman and the earlier and 
latter rain. Let us be patient, therefore, 
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brethren; even as “the husbandman 
waiteth, for the precious fruit of the earth 
and hath long patience for it,” and let 
us stablish our hearts. We shall “reap 
in due season, IF WE FAINT NOT.” 


GERMANY. 


JOURNAL OF REY. J. DOERKSEN,. 


We continue our extracts from the journals of our 
German brethren for the last year. Mr. Doerksen 
is stationed at Tilsit, in Prussia. 


A backslider—Converts—Intolerance. 

March 26.—Conversed with a jeweller 
from Russia, who said he had once loved 
the Lord, but, having again departed 
from His ways, could not hope that his 
prayers would again be heard. I re- 
minded him that Jesus can save to the 
uttermost, and he left me, I hope, with 
more confidence in his heart towards the 
Saviour. 

April 4.—Held a meeting at Unter 
Eisseln. I was called upon publicly to 
exhort several brethren for neglect of 
the means of grace. Some candidates 
for baptism were also examined, and 
having given a satisfactory testimony of 
their faith in Christ were unanimously 
received. 

5.—Broke bread with the brethren at 
Traponen, though some of them (cap- 
tains) had already left on their trading ex- 
pedition to Russia. At this place I became 
acquainted with a man, who some months 
ago was separated from his wife because 
she had been baptized; now he is an 
humble penitent at the feet of Jesus. 
Ile had, in spite of himself, (as he said,) 
been constrained to read the Bible, and 
the word had been to him as a two-edged 
sword, revealing to him his lost condition, 
while at the same time it pointed him to 
the Saviour, with whom he found par- 
don and peace ; his wife is full of praise 
and thanksgiving. 

12.—Received information from the 
Heinrichswald government that I am no 
longer to hold religious services at Papes- 
chinen, on the ground that, as no Bap- 
tist church exists ut that place, my object 
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in preaching can only be to make prose- 
lytes. I have entered with the higher 
authorities a protest against this prohibi- 
tion, and now wait the result. 
An inquirer—Persecution—A contrast. 

22.—Left for Schwegeran, where I 
arrived in the evening. Many opportu- 
nities for distributing tracts and for re- 
ligious conversation occurred on the way. 
A man to whom I offered tracts said he 
had already had some, but previously to 
reading them had taken the precaution 
of showing them to the clergyman, who 
returned them without censure. This 
man evinced a great desire to know more 
of the truth, and complained that at the 
church which he regularly attends his 
wants remain unsatisfied. 

24.—Appeared, with a friend (a law- 
yer), before the court of Insterburg, on 
a charge of having administered baptism, 
for which the Tilsit court had already 
condemned me to pay a fine of five dol- 
lars. The sentence was aflirmed by my 
present judges. On returning from the 
court I visited the magistrate at his resi- 
dence. He declared himself in favor of 
religious liberty, except for the Baptists, 
whom he seemed to consider followers of 
the Anabaptists of Munster. Of course 
I undeceived him on this point, and he 
promised to exert himself in our favor. 

26.—Conversed with a woman who 
has for many years attended our services, 
but remained cold and unchanged until, 
lately, the Lord has gained entrance into 
her heart, and she is so full of love and 
joy as to appear like another creature. 
An old man of whom I had some time 
ago much hope, appeared hardened and 
obdurate. In answer to my inquiries 
concerning his hope beyond the grave, 
he replied; “Where those who have 
died before me have gone, I also wish to 
go.” 
Government policy towards Baptists—An aged 

convert. 


The continuance of persecution is no matter of 
surprise, in the light of such declarations as follow. 
The idea that the “church * would be propitiated 
by a temporary persecution of dissenters, and that 
then the “excitement ” would so far subside as to 


make toleration more easy, is so opposed to the 
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whole history of religious intolerance, it is difficult 
to believe that a “councillor of state’’ would seri- 
ously affirm it. Religious bigotry is not to be over- 
come by indulging it. 


30.—Visited the councillor of state at 
Gumbinnen, and spoke with him about 
the persecutions which he has lately in- 
stigated against us. His manner was 
courteous, but he would not enter mi- 
nutely into the matter. He told me, 
however, our affairs had been well 
weighed in council, but that, owing to 
the recent various secessions from the 
church, and other ecclesiastical troubles, 
it had been deemed advisable to prohibit 
our dispensing the ordinances. In con- 
clusion, he requested me not to think 
that the government had a special ani- 
mosity against us; the measures adopted 
were in self-defence and in defence of 
the church. He advised us, ad interim, 
to take the Lord’s Supper with the Lu- 
therans, saying that, when the public 
excitement should have subsided, more 
liberty would probably be granted to all 
parties. 

May 1.—Conducted a meeting at Pil- 
kallen. The burgomaster refused his 
consent to this meeting until I called 
upon him. After some explanations on 
my part, he gave me permission to preach 
and sent a gensd’armes for our protection. 

5.—Visited, at Schidicken, a woman 
whom the infirmities of age confine to 
her room. I found her lying in bed 
with the bible open before her, her 
mouth filled with praise of the Scriptures 
which are now her chief treasure. It is 
only recently that, by the conversation 
and prayers of our brethren, she has 
been led to seek refuge with Jesus Christ, 
but she is now ready to leave the world, 
and says with Simeon, “ Lord, now let- 
test thy servant depart in peace, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
Registration of members—Two converts in 


Russia—“ Judicial differences ”’ not to be dis- 
cussed—New church in prospect. 


11.—Was summoned before the Presi- 
dent of Police to give a list of our mem- 
bers. Learned that the royal ministry 
had applied for information whether all 
our members have legally declared their 


| 


74 


secession from the state church, whether 
our marriages are legally performed, and 
whether births and deaths are regularly 
registered. 

25.—Conversed with a brother, a cap- 
tain, from Russia, who told me that he 
has two brothers (government inspectors) 
in Russia, who are both diligently seek- 
ing the Lord. The youngest of the two 
was first awakened by a tract given him 
by one of our brethren. He soon bought 
a bible; and when, after diligently 
searching its contents, he became fully 
acquainted with its life-giving truths, his 
first desire was that his elder brother 
should share with him the new-found 
treasure. He therefore wrote to him on 
the subject, and they are now both de- 
voted servants of Jesus Christ, anxious 
to do his will and to make known the 
glad tidings of salvation to others. They 
both regret that their present office in- 
volves a desecration of the Sabbath and 
the use of ardent spirits, and they long 
to be released from this yoke. They 
have long’ intended to enjoy a few days 
of intercourse with Christians ; I hope 
we shall soon have the pleasure of seeing 
them. 

29.—Three persons were examined at 
Schidicken; two of them were unani- 
mously received for baptism, the third 
will be reéxamined on a future occasion. 

June 4.—A paragraph appeared to- 
day in one of the papers, entitled “ Re- 
markable Judicial Differences.” It re- 
fers to the late judicial investigation of 
our tenets and practices at Konigsberg, 
which resulted so favorably for us, inas- 
much as the Kénigsberg authorities de- 
clared baptism and the dispensing of the 
Lord’s Supper, as we administer them, 
to be non-ecclesiastical acts. On the 
other hand, reference was made to the 
sentence lately pronounced on me at 
Insterburg ; and the question was natur- 
ally asked, “ Which of these two decrees 
is just?” The paper in which this pas- 
sage appeared has been confiscated, and 
the circulation of the number in question 
strictly forbidden. * 

14.—Heard that at Janienen there 
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are several persons who wished to be 
baptized. Went to the place, and was 
much delighted by the simple, but earn- 
est, confession of sin made by several 
persons whose hearts the word of God 
has reached. We shall soon, I trust, 
have a little church here. 


JOURNAL OF REV. A. F. W. HAESE. 


Mr. Haese is a missionary at Oldenburg, who has 
had in charge seventeen preaching stations in the 
Grand Duchy. He has also (since the date of this 
journal) acted for a time as pastor of the church at 
Oldenburg, vacated by the resignation of Mr. Weich- 
ardt. 


Christian joy—Malignant opposition—Baptism 
of seven converts. 

April 1.—This morning early, several 
of the brethren and sisters met at my 
house, to proceed from there to br. 
Weichardt’s, whom they wished to con- 
gratulate on occasion of his birth-day. 
Our brother was much pleased with this 
mark of attention, and we all felt our 
hearts united in Christian love. 

6.—Preached at Lehmden. Conversed 
with the young people of the house where 
I lodged, and was much delighted with 
their frank and joyous testimony to the 
effect of the truth on their hearts. “I 
know,” said a young woman, “since I 
have heard the gospel preached, that my 
Saviour is near me, and that he has par- 
doned my sins, for I have found peace 
in believing.” Tears of joy and grati- 
tude suffused her eyes as she spoke. 
Her husband, though not so firm and 
unwavering, gives evidence of a change 
of heart. How great is the delight of 
the laborer, when he sees the seed sown 
springing up and promising to bear fruit. 

7.—Preached at Rastederberg. The 
meeting was well attended by persons 
who hunger and thirst after a knowledge 
of the truth, but there were also some 
who had come with the intention of dis- 
turbing us. It happened, however, that 
these obtained seats far apart from each 
other, so that their plan was defeated, 
although they laughed aloud and occa- 
sionally made remarks on the sermon. 
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As we returned home they cast stones 
at us, but we all escaped unharmed. 
9.—At Burhare visited a family who, 
although not baptized, are believers, and 
take a great interest in all missionary 
efforts. They wished me to tell of my 
labors since last I was here, and we re- 
joiced together at the wonders of the Lord, 
who has proved himself mighty through 
the weak. Proceeded to Fedderwarden, 
where, as soon as my arrival became 
known, preparations were made for hold- 
ing a meeting. Although much fatigued, 
I could not resist the importunity of the 
friends, and addressed a few words to 
them. After this service seven persons 
applied for admission into the church. 
I examined each separately as to their 
hope of salvation, which they joyfully 
confessed to be Jesus Christ alone. 

11. Lord’s day.—Preached at Se- 
hestedt in the morning, and in the after- 
noon at Scherei. Many strangers were 
present at these meetings. We have 
double reason to be thankful for this in 
small towns, as the very fact of their 
being small is a hindrance to many, who 
cannot attend without becoming at once 
the town talk. 

12.—From far and near our brethren 
and sisters assembled to-day at Seefeld, 
where a church meeting was appointed 
in order to examine publicly the seven 
candidates for baptism. This having 
been done to the satisfaction of all, they 
were unanimously received. Previous 
to their baptism, which was to take place 
late in the evening, I held a meeting 
at which from 250 to 300 persons were 
present. In the cool of the evening we 
assembled in br. Gerde’s garden, where 
a clear pond served as our baptistery ; 
we enjoyed the presence of the Lord 
during this ordinance, so that many 
strangers present were constrained to 
give God the glory. 


A Christian family—The test of piety—An 
inquiring Jew. 


18. Lord’s day.—At Farel, a station 
which has hitherto been visited only 
once in six weeks, the friends eagerly 
long for Christian brethren to visit them. 
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The number of members here is small, 
but very zealous and devoted, especially 
a family of the name of Schiitte, of 
which the father, mother, daughter, three 
sons and their wives, are all devoted 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Here I preached 
in the morning, and in the afternoon 
held a bible class in which all took a 
part, and we were much edified by an 
exchange of thought and experience. 
25.—Conducted the usual services at 
Oldenburg. One person was examined 
before the church as to her faith in 
Christ, and unanimously received. 

May 2.—Preached at Oldenburg and 
at Tangeln. Had interesting conversa- 
tions with several persons, among others 
with a young girl, who wished to know 
whether she was in the right way. 
When I inquired what was the state of 
her mind, she said: “I have learned to 
feel that I am a great sinner, and that 
all the actions of my life (because they 
are sinful) condemn me; but when I 
first felt this I bent my knees before 
Jesus Christ, entreating him to have 
compassion on me, as on the blind man 
by the way. By continued prayer and 
reading the bible I became more com- 
posed, but my happiest moments were 
those when I could approach the Lord 
in prayer. But now I begin to feel 
anxious whether my repentance has 
been sincere and great enough, for sin 
has so much power over me that I fear I 
am nota child of God.” I endeavored 
to show her that neither tears nor re- 
pentance constitute us children of God, 
but simply faith in Christ as our only 
hope. 

6.—Visited several persons, among 
others a Jew who has occasionally at- 
tended our meetings, but who seems, as 
far as I could judge from what he said, 
to be still in darkness. He made asser- 
tions, as to the prophecies concerning our 
Saviour, which convinced me that he had 
never carefully studied the Old Testa- 
ment. This I admonished him to do, 
and he promised to search the Scriptures 
for himself, as he said he really wished 
to know “ what is truth.” 


76 


A happy convert— Baptisms — Worldly pros- 

perity and spiritual barrenness of Farel. 

7.—This morning a man from Tangeln 
came to me, and said that at our last 
service there, he had become very rest- 
less and anxious as to his eternal destiny. 
He said he had read the bible and 
prayed, but that the more he knew of 
God, the more awful appeared his sins 
against one so holy and perfect. “I 
trembled day and night,” he said, “and 
it seemed as if death and the judgment 
pursued me every where, but I knew 
that many had found peace by obeying 
the word of God, and I prayed for per- 
severance to read the Scriptures until I 
should find some passage that would give 
me light ; and the Lord had mercy upon 
me. When I came to the words, ‘ Him 
that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out,’ my sins seemed no longer to 
threaten and accuse me, for I had found 
a refuge sure and safe, and when once I 
could without reserve, by faith, give my- 
self fully to the Saviour, I became a 
happy man, and hope now to remain so 
throughout eternity.” 


10.—A shoemaker from Bockel called 
upon me to-day at Leuchtenburg, to ask 
questions on various passages of Scrip- 
ture. We conversed some time together, 
and he told me that he and several others, 
whom I have long known to be believers, 
have a great desire to join our church. 
I promised to speak on the subject to the 
brethren at Oldenburg. 

16. Lord’s day.—Held a meeting at 
Wapeldorf, which was well attended. 
In the afternoon several candidates for 
baptism were examined, but only two 
received by the church. These were 
baptized the same evening, and then 
joined us at the table of the Lord. 

23.—Held a meeting at Farel, which 
was not well attended. The people 
here are too much engrossed by their 
temporal concerns to attend to the spirit- 
ual. Farel was formerly an unimport- 


ant place, but being situated on the sea, 
with a little harbor, and a great number 
of manufactories having been built dur- 
ing the last few years, has risen into note. 
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But with prosperity, Christianity has not 
come ; in fact the small remnant of ex- 
ternal religion has been gradually cast 
off, and only rationalism and rank infi- 
delity are now to be found in the place. 


Baptisms—A season of refreshing—Domestic 
persecution. 


29.—Five persons at Burhare applied 
to-day for baptism. Conversed with 
them on the most essential points, and 
promised to propose them for member- 
ship with the church at Oldenburg. 

31.—The church having given its con- 
sent to the admission of these brethren, 
we agreed that their baptism should take 
place to-day. We therefore assembled 
in the afternoon on board of a little ves- 
sel; after a short sail the North Sea lay 
before us, and here in a small bay our 
friends were baptized. After our return 
to Fedderwarden we broke bread to- 
gether. 

June 2.—A young man applied for 
membership this morning. He seemed 
to be a believer and thoroughly imbued 
with the spirit of the gospel. 

3.— Went to Sehestedt and from 
thence to Elsfleth, where we have a few 
brethren; the joy of these brethren, 
when a missionary visits them, is inde- 
scribable. 

6. Lord's day.—Conducted the ordi- 
nary services at Oldenburg, after which 
the baptisms were to take place. For 
this purpose we had hired a bath-house 
on the little river Hunte, which flows 
past the town, and here I had the privi- 
lege of burying eighteen believers with 
Christ in baptism ; of these some came 
from the country and some live in Old- 
enburg. We afterwards celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper, and enjoyed a season of 
refreshing that will long be remembered. 

17.—To-day one of our sisters, who is 
much persecuted by her husband, came 
to see me. He is a violent enemy to 
religion, and has uttered repeated threats 
against his wife if she will not leave the 
“head hangers.” He has even threat- 
ened to murder her; and because he 
could not provoke an angry reply on 
her part, he had turned her out of the 
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house. I could do little for the poor 
woman but to give her words of comfort, 
and advise her to return home in the 
strength of the Lord. This she did, and 
to her great surprise found her husband 
very quiet, waiting for her. 

22.—Visited the friends at Farel ; re- 
ceived a donation of ten dollars for the 
Tract Society. 

“During this quarter,” Mr. Haese remarks, in 
concluding his journal of three months’ labors, of 
which the preceding extracts will give a vivid im- 
pression, “I have baptized thirty-two believers.” 
He adds a list of his seventeen stations with the 
number of hearers; most of them range from fifty 
to two hundred each, some from twenty to forty, 
two only sinking to the extremes of ten and twenty. 
With much to discourage, he ia evidently biessed 
also with much fruit, confirming the cheering state- 
ments made in the January number, (p. 11,) of the 
progress of the gospel in Oldenburg. 


SIAM. 
JOURNAL OF MISS MORSE. 
A tour in the country—A family party. 

Sept. 1, 1852.—Left my garden home* 
at an early hour this morning, and spent 
the day with my associates at the Mis- 
sion.— Weekly prayer meeting in the af- 
ternoon was conducted by Mr. Ashmore. 
After tea took leave of my friends and 
started in the “ Dove” (Mr. Chandler's 
large boat) for Petchabinie, with my 
teacher, his wife and two children, my 
three eldest pupils, my own servant and 
two other boatmen. Stopped a few mo- 
ments at the central Missiont and was 
met by several of its members, who en- 
couraged me on my way by kind wishes 
and various contributions to my comfort 
during the tour. Had a bright moon 
and favoring tide most of the night, and 
the boatmen rowed with strong hands 
and merry hearts till morning. 

2.— Stopped for a hasty breakfast 
near Tanchin, but before the men had 
completed their meal we were again on 
our way. There was no opportunity for 
morning worship; those not at the oars 


* Fora description of this garden, and the cir- 
cumstances under which Miss Morse adopted itasa 
residence, see last vol. p. 332. 


t That of the American Missionary Association. 
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were soon asleep. The day was pleasant. 
Made a short stay at Bangbod, where we 
supped. During the night passed Mahon 
and several smaller villages. Reached 
Meklong, at the opening of the Gulf, 
about midnight. 

3.— Entered the Gulf at day-break. 
After a sail of three or four hours, with a 
calm sea and a cloudless sky, reached 
Bang ye Sarn, on the opposite shore. 
At this place reside the parents and re- 
latives of my teacher, with whom he has 
not met during the last five years. He 
first called upon an aged uncle and aunt. 
In about half an hour I followed. Found 
the large reception room filled with his 
relatives, who with himself and wife 
were seated around the betel box. They 
gave me a kind and respectful welcome, 
invited me to partake of their sereleaf 
and betel nut, and manifested no little 
surprise at the reply, “ I never eat it.” 

Visit to a temple—Worship with the family. 

I remained about an hour, then walk- 
ed out ashort distance to a small moun- 
tain, the only curiosity in the place. 
Visited a wat situated upon its summit. 
Saw but two priests and a few of their 
pupils. As I descended, my conductor 
led me to a small cave near its base, 
where, in a reclining posture, was a huge 
idol extending quite across from side to 
side, with fresh flowers and other gifts 
recently offered, which gave me an op- 
portunity of speaking to my guide a few 
words in behalf of our religion, and on 
the infinite superiority of our God to that 
senseless image which he had been 
taught from childhood to worship. On 
returning to the boat, gave him a tract. 

Made preparations for the weekly 
female prayer meeting I am accustomed 
to hold on Fridays at home. Sent a 
messenger to my teacher's wife, to inform 
her that the hour for meeting had arriv- 
ed, and that I should be happy to have 
as many of her female friends attend as 
could conveniently do so. He soon re- 
turned, to say “ they wished me to worship 
atthe house.” I of course accepted the 


invitation, and on reaching the place 
found, instead of a few females as I ex- 
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pected, a congregation of over sixty per- 
sons, men, women and children, quietly 
seated, waiting my arrival! Above 
them was a platform neatly spread with 
mats for my company, and a still higher 
one for myself. I was at first greatly 
embarrassed, and what lady in a like 
situation would not be? But I had put 
my hand to the plough and could not look 
back. My only alternative, therefore, was 
to look upward, and beg God to assist 
and strengthen, and thanks be to his bless- 
ed name for the evidence given me that 
the .brief petition was heard and an- 
swered. The season we were together 
was spent in reading the New Testa- 
ment, singing, and prayers,—one offered 
by my teacher's wife, who gives increas- 
ing evidence of true piety. Not ventur- 
ing, with my limited knowledge of the 
language, to address them personally, I 
read aloud an excellent little tract by the 
late Mr. Caswell, entitled “ Exhortation,” 
to all which they listened with apparent 
interest till the close. Before leaving, I 
distributed to those present who could 
read a basket of books I had taken with 
me for the purpose. And it is worthy 
of notice, that among this number I 
found a greater proportion of women 
than in any other place since coming to 
this country. 

Demand for books—Fast anchored — Books 

received by priests. 

From my return to the boat until even- 
ing, I had so many calls for books that I 
found no quiet for refreshment, but took 
my simple fare, rice and fish, by piece- 
meal as I best could. Had a refreshing 
shower, for the first time since leaving 
Bangkok. Moved the boat onward about 
half a mile, and stopped opposite the 
dwelling of my teacher’s father, where 
he with his wife and children spent the 
night. 

4.—Early in the morning received an 
invitation to have worship at the house ; 
about thirty were present. Before re- 
tnrning to the boat gave a book to the 
father, whom I had not before seen, and 
others to those who were able and desir- 
ous to read them. Breakfasted and has- 
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tened on our way. Found the water low 
in the canal through which were to pass. 
Made slow progress for an hour or two, 
when the boatmen were obliged to 
lighten the boat of themselves and to 
draw it along with ropes. They were 
eventually obliged to give up that, also, 
and here we are, as I now write, fast in 
the mud, waiting for an upward tide. 
But the prospect of staying here till 
evening is not to me particularly dis- 
heartening; for two of the men have al- 
ready felled a tree to serve as a bridge 
from the boat to the shore, that I may go 
and come at pleasure, and have a quiet 
ramble in the woods all by myself, -—a 
privilege rarely enjoyed on a tour of this 
kind ; and my’pupils, large and small, find 
abundant amusement in feeding the mon- 
keys, that come to the shore in compa- 
nies to receive their various offerings. 

5.—Sabbath.— Left our muddy anchor- 
age about five o’clock last evening, and 
came to the mouth of the Pétchabiinie 
river before stopping. A dull morning. 
After breakfasting and worship, the men 
asked permission to move the boat along 
alittle way, to the next wat, that they 
might secure for themselves a better rest- 
ing place, saying, at the same time, that 
there I could distribute books. We soon 
found our situation much improved. All 
there were anxious to receive books, 
which were taken in a quiet way, and 
read attentively by many of the priests 
during the afternoon. 


Mount Phra Norn—Increased demand for books. 

6.—Awoke in the night, and mistaking 
the rising moon for daylight, called the 
men and were soon on our way. Found 
ourselves before the morning dawned at 
Petchabiinie. During the forenoon en- 
joyed a delightful walk to Mount Phra 
Norn. With considerable effort and 
fatigue reached its summit, upon which 
is a fine pagoda. Met two priests, who 
kindly pointed out objects of special in- 
terest in the splendid scenery beneath 
and around us. They also strengthened 
a half-formed resolution to enter a cave 
I had discovered in ascending the moun- 
tain, about halfway from its base, by as- 
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suring me I could do so without the 
slightest danger. On my return, there- 
fore, I descended two long flights of steps, 
when the damp chilly atmosphere and 
the darkness still in prospect completely 
frightened me, and caused me with all 
convenient speed to seek the opening. 

Returned to the boat, followed by a 
large company who had solicited books 
by the way, all of whom received them 
in a quiet, respectful manner. Soon 
another company came, less orderly, each 
one wishing to receive the first and 
largest book. I refused to distribute any 
until they should cease their noise altogeth- 
er, asking them if it would be proper for 
a mendicant, when offered a plantain, to 
refuse it because it was not a mangos- 
teen. Several responded that it would 
not, and reached out their hands for the 
tracts first offered them; when the 
bridge on which they were standing gave 
way and let them all into the river. Our 
boat was immediately loosed from its 
moorings, and we left them to enjoy 
their bath at leisure. 


Religious conversation—Return to Bangkok— 
Upleasant detention. 

Early in the evening reached the resi- 
dence of my teacher's eldest sister, who, 
with her husband and one child, lived in 
a neat little cottage, where a canal unites 
with the Bangkerboon river near the 
gulf,—affording a strong and most re- 
freshing sea-breeze, which we enjoyed 
for several hours, while waiting for an 
upward tide. Soon after our arrival, 
quite a little company gathered around 
me, and by their inquiries concerning 
my object in coming to this country, &c., 
gave me an opportunity of saying some- 
thing to them in behalf of the religion of 
Jesus. Before leaving, gave them a few 
books, which from the appearance of 
those who received them, I think will be 
read with attention and interest. O that 
it may eventually prove to be to the sav- 
ing of their souls! 

7.—On awaking in the morning, found 
myself again at Bang ye Sarn, hardly 
knowing how or when we came, having 
slept so soundly the whole night. Spent 
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a quiet day here, more for the gratifica- 
tion of my teacher and his wife than my 
own, for when my course is homeward I 
feel somewhat impatient of unnecessary 
delay. Had many calls for books from 
those who were not supplied on my 
first visit. Had several invitations to go 
on shore, but was too weary to accept 
them. One young woman, asister of my 
teacher, spent most of the day with me 
in the boat. She said she wished to ac- 
company me to Bangkok and live there 
with me, that I might instruct her more 
fully concerning our religion. Strongly 
suspecting, however, that other motives 
beside a simple desire for instruction 
prompted the request, I gave her little 
encouragement. Left this place about 
sunset, that we might spend the night 
nearer the gulf. 


Unpleasant detention. 

8.—Instead of entering the gulf at 
dawn of day, as we intended, we found 
our boat at that time firmly fixed in the 
mud. Away at our right was the flowing 
stream specked with boats briskly mov- 
ing to and fro; but I could not then say, 
however true it may be in most cases, 
“Tis distance lends enchantment to the 
view ;” a nearer prospect would certain- 
ly have been more pleasing. I did not 
blame the men, however, for when we 
reached the gulf it was too dark to dis- 
cover the channel. After breakfast and 
worship they became impatient of delay 
and jumped into the mud, which was so 
yielding that they sank at once to their 
necks; being unable in that situation to 
do anything towards moving the boat, 
they extricated themselves the best way 
they could, and by laying down boards 
succeeded in reaching the sea, where 
they enjoyed a greatly needed ablution. 
While I was trying to solve the problem, 
how they were to return to the boat with- 
out the risk of receiving a costume simi- 
lar to that of which they were then di- 
vesting themselves, they commenced dig- 
ging with their hands a broad channel, 
thus hastening the flow of water to the 
boat and opening the prospect of a 
speedy release. In less than two hours, by 
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their exertions and a fuller tide, we were 
once more afloat, but the sound of dis- 
tant thunder and a clouded sky strongly 
threatened rain; the wind, too, had risen. 
To attempt crossing the gulf under such 
circumstances, in such a boat as ours, 
would be extremely hazardous, and the 
day was so far advanced that an hour or 
two’s delay would not leave us time to 
reach Meklong before dark. The pros- 
pect was rather disheartening for a time, 
but to manifest undue anxiety, I feared, 
would betoken want of confidence in 
Him who has never failed to guard his 
children, when found in paths to which 
his own finger had guided them. While 
thus quietly waiting the result, we had a 
shower with thunder and lightning, but 
much less severe than was at first feared. 
Soon after noon all was again bright and 
cheerful, and although the wind blew 
more freshly than when we before cross- 
ed the gulf, we had no trouble and but 
slight sea sickness; at 5 P. M. found 
ourselves safely anchored at Meklong. 
Stopped here only long enough for tea, 
distributing books while it was in prepa- 
ration, and as soon as it was over we 
were again on our way. 


A young disciple— Arrival at Bangkok. 

9.—The men rowed bravely all night. 
Reached Mahiich’ai at eight o'clock in 
the morning. Spent a little time with 
Chek Siia (one of our Chinese assistants) 
and his wife, who are now residing there. 
His wife was under my instruction for a 
season last year, but was able to read 
but indifferently when circumstances 
obliged her to leave. During her stay at 
Bangkok she often expressed a desire to 
become a disciple of Jesus, and gave at 
all times good attention to religious in- 
struction. She now hopes she is a Chris- 
tian, and from to-day’s conversation I 
trust her hope is well founded. Her 
husband's testimony strengthens the be- 
lief; he says there has been a great change 
in her. Saw also the wife of Chek Jua, 
another Chinese brother. Found herboth 
thoughtless and ignorant concerning re- 
ligion, unable to read and with no wish 
to learn. I invited her to come and 
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spend some time with me, that I might 
have the opportunity of teaching her 
something, but she answered only by a 
coarse, unmeaning laugh. I do not, how- 
ever despair of her, but trust you will 
one day have a better account of her ; 
she is still young. Distributed books to 
a few individuals who called at the assis- 
tant’s while I staid there, and the remain- 
ing few I gave to his wife for reading 
and distribution. 

At 5 P.M. found myself at the Central 
Mission. Stopped here long enough 
to receive a short call from Prof. Silsby, 
Dr. Lane and ladies, from whom I learn- 
ed that our little band of missionaries 
were all well, and that no fresh intelli- 
gence from America had reached them, 
—answers to the first questions invariably 
asked after a temporary absence. As I 
neared our landing I received a token of 
welcome from Mr. Smith and Mrs. Jones, 
who were taking their evening walk be- 
side the river; and in the arms of his 
nurse, beneath the great tamarind tree, 
was our bright beautiful Willie (Ash- 
more), whose sweet smiles and happy 
shouts send to every heart around hima 
thrill of gladness. 


A happy evening—Siamese Converts. 

But the evening of this day was one 
long to remembered. It introduced me 
to a privilege I had much desired,— that 
of attending a Siamese prayer meeting 
conducted by Siamese brethren. (Our 
female prayer meeting was established 
by Mrs. Chandler, some time before she 
left for America.) God has in mercy, 
as we trust, blessed the faithful, anxious 
instructions of Mr. Smith to the conver- 
sion of three men in his employ, and on 
Thursday evening of each week he holds 
with them a prayer and conference 
meeting, allowing them each in their turn 
to take the lead. This evening, for the 
first time, a brother of my teacher’s wife 
conducted it. A niece of her’s, also, (my 
eldest pupil) has I trust recently given 
her heart to the blessed Saviour, and is 
apparently daily growing in grace, which 
Jills my heart with joy ;—a joy, however, 
I dare but whisper, lest it should be for a 
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season, except at the mercy seat; there I 
can safely tell all the thanks I feel. 
God does indeed seem to be blessing us 
greatly,—may we receive his favors in a 
suitable manner. The thought often 
affords me great comfort, that the de- 
parted spirit of him who has so recently 
left us can look down from its peaceful, 
happy abode, and rejoice over repenting 
sinners in this dark, dark land, where he 
so long and faithfully toiled for their sal- 
vation, with but the promises of God to 
sustain him. 

I am still enjoying my garden home, 
and although my eflorts are necessarily 
limited to a few, during the rains, I feel 
that I am not living altogether in vain. 


MERGUI. 


LETTER FROM MR. BENJAMIN. 


In the following narrative, under date of Sept. 15, 
1852, Mr. Benjamin continues the history of his in- 
tercourse with the Salongs, from the date of his 
journal in the last number. 

Visit to Jaeet Salongs. 

On the 26th of November, 1851, I left 
Mergui, accompanined by Mrs. B., for a 
visit to the Jaeet tribe of Salongs, who 
range among the islands to the south- 
ward of Domel. We fell in with a party 
of Salongs, and went with them to one 
of the seaward islands, to which they 
periodically resort, at the time of spring 
tides, to procure sea slugs and shell fish. 
Other boats afterwards came up, so that 
before we left there were more than two 
hundred Salongs gathered on the same 
short and narrow beach. It would have 
been a fine opportunity, for one ac- 
quainted with the language, to preach to 
the people, and it is no small encourage- 
ment to go on with the mission, that they 
frequently and statedly gather in assem- 
blies like this. 

A young man named Chingah volun- 
tarily offered to become our teacher. 
He is one of the number who were for- 
merly baptized, but we have long since 
learned that he eats opium excessively, 
professes to be a nat priest, and like all 
the Salongs I have met thus far, is ex- 
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tremely deceitful. In common with a 
scattered few, he diflers remarkably from 
the rest of them in having woolly hair, 
a peculiarity for which it is difficult to 
account, as it seems to have no connec- 
tion with the line of descent. 

The company were finally dispersed 
by a report that Malay boats had been 
seen in the vicinity, and we returned to 
Mergui, arriving on the 16th of Decem- 
ber. 

On the 12th of January we went up 
to the associational meeting at Oung- 
pong, where we had the satisfaction of 
meeting br. and sr. Thomas, for the first 
time. 


Second visit—A speck of private war. 


After our return from the Association, 
Chingah became restless and anxious to 
return to the islands. In Salong phrase, 
he “ longed for the sea,” and no consider- 
ation could prevail on him to stay longer 
in town. Consequently, on the 29th of 
January, I again left for Jaeet. 

In the mean time a high-tempered 
Irishman named Shaw, who had been 
for some months cruising among the 
islands with a small schooner for the 
purpose of trading with the Salongs, bad 
got into difliculty with a party at Lum- 
pu, a large island towards the southern 
limit of Mergui province, and, according 
to his own account, had killed one in- 
dividual and wounded another. After 
this affair he could find no more Salongs, 
and as he had given them credit to the 
amount of several hundred rupees, he 
very readily concluded that they were 
hiding from him to avoid paying their 
debts. This threw him into a rage, and 
at the time of my arrival Ite had thor- 
oughly armed his vessel, and was sailing 
from island to island in a hitherto fruit- 
less search after his slippery debtors. A 
few days afterwards, while I was en- 
camped with a company of Salongs on a 
small islet in a bay that deeply indents 
the south end of Domel, Capt. Shaw's 
vessel came in sight and anchored off 
the mouth of the bay. The Salongs 
were not a little alarmed at the appear- 
ance of the vessel, and their consterna- 
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tion was soon increased by the arrival of | feet in sweet music, to which the bland 


some of their friends whom Capt. S. had 
frightened into the jungle by firing upon 
them, and whose boats, with all their 
contents, he had seized. Immediately 
on hearing of this lawless procedure, I 
rowed out to his vessel, and represented 
to him the risk he was incurring of a 
criminal prosecution, also the utter im- 
practicability of collecting his debts by 
such violent measures. Te finally prom- 
ised to suspend operations, on condition 
that the people would come and pay him 
a small instalment of their dues, and 
which, on my return, I persuaded them 
to do. 


learn the success of my efforts. When 
the people saw his boat approaching, 
they were again seized with terror, and 
prepared to forsake all and flee to the 
jungle. I again rowed out to him and 
told him that the Salongs had nothing to 


air, rippling the sea and rustling the 
foliage, plays a fitting accompaniment. 
Nowhere else, in Burmah at least, can 
the missionary find a people assembled 
under circumstances so delightful, wait- 
ing, as it were, to hear the earnest words 
of his solemn message. 

As Chingah had left me, I employed 


| as a teacher a man named Peenang, 


whose father was a kind of head magis- 
trate under the Burmans before the ces- 
sion of Mergui to the English, and who 
has since strongly urged me to let the 
governor know that he is the fittest man 


| in the world to succeed his father. In 
The captain sent the next morning to | 


give him now, but that in ten days, or | 


two weeks, they would carry to a house 
he had erected on an adjacent island 
some of the products of their labor, if I 
would come down and go with them; 
and that I would do this, provided he 
would go away and let the people alone. 
He agreed to my proposition and shortly 
sailed away. 

Attempts to impart religious instruction— 

Opium peddling. 

Several times during this visit I called 
the people around me by singing a hymn, 
instructed them as well as I could, and 
engaged in prayer. The hymn and 
prayer were of course in English, though 
I explained their import to the people, 
whom fear of Capt. Shaw and the Ma- 
lays, if nothing else, rendered attentive 
and serious. 

There is something unique and pleas- 
ing in the outward circumstances of these 
little meetings, which I have held from 
time to time with the Salongs. We 
have generally met after sunset, under 
the open sky, on some beach where, 
when the moon is up, the forest throws 
its dark shade half across the white 
sands, the light waves breaking at our 


one sense he is, as he would without fail 
lay out his salary for that which the 
Ilonorable Company’s government claims 
the exclusive right to sell, and upon the 
sale of which depends, in no small de- 
gree, its very existence,—OPIUM. 

I returned to Mergui, where I remain- 
ed from the 12th to the 19th of February, 
and then went to Jaect, to fulfil my 
engagement with the Salongs and Capt. 
S . After some little trouble, arising 
from the unwillingness of the people to 
pay debts with goods which they could 
at once exchange for opium, I prevailed 
upon them to carry some of their pro- 


| duce to the captain, which produced the 
| desired effect. Indeed, he was beginning 
| of his own accord to take more concilia- 


tory measures. Ile had found his guns 
and curses but poor collectors among 
debtors so well prepared for flight. He 
has since returned to Maulmain and died 
—the last European, I trust, who will 
emulate the Chinese in peddling opium 
among the Salongs. 


Bee-hunting—Studies and labors in Mergui. 

The Salongs at this time were busily 
engaged in bee-hunting. According to 
their report, the Jaeet tribe must have 
found as many as two thousand swarms! 
The bees are larger than our domesti- 
cated bee, and suspend their nests from 
the branches of trees, often within two 
or three feet of the ground. The Salongs 
kindle a light blaze under the nest, to 
burn up and drive’ away the bees, and 
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then easily secure the comb. Each nest 
furnishes an average of from one to two 
rupees’ worth of wax, besides the honey, 
which is less valuable. The season for 
bee-hunting lasts about a month, and is 
highly enjoyed by all the people, so 
much so, that no consideration which I 
could urge would prevail upon any one 
of them to visit the city at this time. It is 
considered necessary to the success of a 
hunt, that some potee should chant be- 
fore a burning wax candle an incantation 
to the nats of the forests and mountains, 
frequently interrupting the strain by 
heavy potations of arrack, which he calls 
the honey-water, and without which the 
ceremony would be comparatively una- 
vailing. 

On the fourth of March I again ar- 
rived in Mergui. My own illness, and 
the sickness and death of our babe, pre- 
vented me from again visiting the islands 
before the rains set in. As soon as the 
state of my health would admit, we call- 
ed our Burman teacher, Moung Thaing, 
and spent a part of each day in studying 
Burmese. Occasionally we distributed 
tracts, and for several weeks there were 
a number of Karens in town, with whom 
I held worship daily. Our excellent 
physician aided us in the work of tract 
distribution, giving away about a hun- 
dred tracts and several testaments. 


JOURNAL OF MR. BENJAMIN. 


Visit to Jaeet in the rainy season. 

July 21, 1852.—Left Mergui towards 
evening, accompanied by Mrs. Benjamin, 
for a rainy-season visit to the Salong 
islands. The voyage must of course be 
more unpleasant now than during the 
dry monsoon, but there are advantages 
that more than counterbalance the dis- 
comforts. The Salongs at this season 
gather in larger companies and remain 
longer in one place, and the islands are 
less infested by opium peddlers. 

24.—Took breakfast at a sand beach 
of Domel island, where there were a 
good many stakes and poles, the rem- 
nants of a Salong encampment. The 
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people avoid this island when they can 
conveniently do so, for fear of tigers. 
Found a company of them encamped on 
a small island south of Domel; and 
erected for ourselves on the same beach 
a frail tent, covered with a Salong kajang. 

25. Sabbath.—Gave some tracts to our 
coolies, who seemed to read them pretty 
busily through the day. Quite a little 
company of Salongs were attracted about 
our tent by Mrs. B. singing some hymns, 
while I accompanied her with my flute. 
We improved the opportunity to com- 
municate a few of the fundamental truths 
of the Christian religion. 

26.—Engaged a man named Jelong 
as teacher. He is much more open 
hearted than either Chingah or Peenang, 
and, I hope, less addicted to drunken- 
ness than the latter. We are pleased to 
see that the women and children are 
much more free to come about us and 
converse with us than they have ever 
been before. Most of the women are 
busily engaged in weaving mats, which 
are their main dependence for barter at 
this season, when they are prevented by 
the weather from procuring slugs, biche 
de mci, pearls and beeswax. 


27.—A heavy storm came on before 
daybreak. I feared the wind would car- 
ry our frail tent quite away, but happily 
the stakes and cords proved stronger 
than I expected, and we escaped with a 
little water sprinkled in our faces. We 
have thus far enjoyed fair weather, but 
it is now at an end. 

The place we have thus far occupied 
is not well sheltered, and the Salongs 
left it to-day for a better haven at Sir 
Ed. Owen’s Island. In fifteen or twenty 
minutes after the first notes of preparae 
tion, the beach was cleared of its densely 
peopled village, ‘and the light boats, 
crowded with men, women, children and 
dogs, are skimming away like sea-birds 
before the wind. We followed at a 
slower pace over a rough sea, and 
through a pouring rain that came stream- 
ing through our boat-roof. Before sun- 
set we came to a fine bay, where we 
were sheltered from the wind, that was 


at 
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roaring on the mountain above us and 
capping with foam the waves just out- 
side of our haven. But we could not 
wholly shield ourselves from the rain, 
and our bed and clothing were in a 
plight that was anything but comfortable 
before morning. The coolies made a 
narrow shelter of palm leaves and threw 
themselves on the wet sand, where they 
slept soundly till morning. 

28.— After no little vexation from the 
sluggishness of my coolies, I succeeded 
in getting up alittle hut about six feet by 
eight, with the floor raised two feet from 
the sands. The roof and sides are cov- 
ered with a thatch of palm leaves, and 
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religious topics, to which there were sev- 
eral attentive listeners. 

As we were intending to start home 
during the night, I paid Jelong his wages 
I{e held up the money to 
his wife and said, “I told you so. I 
didn’t stay at home for nothing.” 


this evening. 


2.—Left for Mergui about one o'clock 
A. M., taking with us Peenang as teach- 


_er. We tried hard to get some one else, 


| but without success. 


Studies in Mergui—Salong tradition—Burmese 
of Mergui. 


4.— Arrived at Mergui about six 


_ oclock P. M., after a comparatively quick, 


the floor is of reeds tied together with | 


ratans. 
low stool under the highest part of the 
roof, and with our bed, trunk, provisions, 
&e., crowded into the narrow space, we 
have not much room to move about, but 
we are now completely sheltered from 
the rain. 


We can just sit upright on a | 


29.—The women and children, when | 
there is no rain, crowd round our hut to | 


hear our conversation with Jelong. In 
this way they are hearing many impor- 
tant truths which may not prove fruitless. 

30.—Most of the Salong men go off 
to fish or cut palm leaves through the 
day. Said Jelong, “The women all 
say,‘ Why are you staying at home ? 


You are lazy. You will get nothing by | 


talking to the teacher.’” 
troubled and dejected look, which showed 
that he was not without similar fears. 
However, we assured him that he would 
receive his wages, and he went on with 
the lesson, though the cloud did not quite 
clear off. 

Aug. 1.—At evening found Jelong mak- 
ing offerings in behalf of a sick child 
through Potee Chingah, our former teach- 
er. I told him it was vain to endeavor 
to propitiate evil spirits;—that he must 
pray to God who alone could help him. 
He answered, “I do not know how to 
pray, and therefore employ the potee. 
How must I pray ? Must I say,‘ O God! 
pity me, and heal my child?’” This 
gave rise to quite a long conversation on 


He had 
| water seven fathoms deep.” 


though stormy passage. 

5.—Peenang came to the morning les- 
son with eyes dancing under the influ- 
ence of opium. While the excitement 
lasted he was very talkative, but the stu- 
por soon succeeded, when he was good 
for nothing. 

8.—Sabbath.—Held worship with some 
Karens who are in town. Tried to in- 
struct Peenang a little. He says that 
after the deluge, of which the Salongs 
preserve a distinct and unique tradition, 
God came down from heaven, and assign- 
ed to the different nations and tribes of 
men their habitations and employments. 
He said to the Salongs, “ You are foolish 
and disobedient. You must not possess 
gold, silver, domestic animals, houses nor 
lands. Go, be poor, and hunt fish in 

9.—Peenang is quite a story teller, and 
proves in fact to be the best teacher we 
have had. We manage to keep him 
sober by buying his food and compelling 
him to cook it on the compound. By his 
own account he is remarkably temperate, 
and every way worthy of the oflice of 
Salong chief magistrate, which he seems 
to think I could procure for him. 

13.—Peenang gave me an account of 
the capture and selling into slavery of 
Salongs on two occasions, once by the 
Malays and once by the Burmans. 
Both stories bear melancholy marks of 
truthfulness. 

15.—Some Jaeet Salongs are in town. 
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They say they would come and see me, 
but they are getting drunk and cannot. 

16.—Peenang went off without asking 
leave. ‘This is entirely in character and 
does not surprise us. Since we met the 
Salongs on the 24th ult, our progress in 
the language has been quite encourag- 
ing. 

17.—Two Burman youths called to ask 
for tracts and instruction in the Christian 
religion. These are by no means solitary 
instances. There is a spirit of inquiry 
abroad in Mergui, that ought to be met 
by the appointment of a Burmese mis- 
sionary. 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION, 


LETTER PROM REV. W. MOORE, 


Report of the Pwo Karen Boarding School. 


Maulmain, October 18, 1852. We had 
expected a large school this term, but the 
great confusion in the jungle about the 
commencement of the term prevented 
many from attending who would other- 
The whole number 
enrolled was thirty-five. A part left 
within the first few days; twenty-eight 


wise have done so. 


was the average number for the whole 
term. Two were young men who have 
been with us three years. 
the children of Christian parents, and had 
The 


others were all from heathen families, 


Eight were 
been in school one or more terms. 


and of course had never received any 
instruction. 
encouraging feature in the history of 
Karen schools. ‘The advantages of edu- 
cation are beginning to be appreciated by 
the people. Though most of these pupils 
had never before been in town or sub- 
ject to any restraints in the jungle, they 
were obedient, studious and contented, 
until the close of the term. All the new 
ones learned to read and write, and 
about half of them to read well. Mrs. 
Van Meter devoted about half her time 
to the school. Kone Louk was our assis- 
tant. He is capable and faithful. 


This forms a new and very 


All the religious exercises were punc- 
tually attended by all the pupils, and we 
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have pleasing evidence that the religious 
teaching was not in vain. Four, two 
young men and two lads, were baptized 
the last Sabbath before the school closed, 
one of them a young man of much prom- 
ise from a heathen neighborhood. He 
continues with us, and feels it to be his 
duty to devote himself to the ministry. 
We hope that he will make a valuable 
assistant. God will answer the earnest 
prayers of his people, and send forth 
“more laborers.” Three other pupils 
asked for baptism, but were advised to 
wait fora time. One young man, from 
Dong Yan, seemed for a time to be an 
earnest inquirer. Indeed, he wanted to 
be baptized ; but his father, hearing of 
the state of his son’s mind, came down to 
town three several times to persuade him 
not to become a Christian. We reasoned 
with the old man, but without effect. He 
could not consent to see his son become a 
Christian before himself. Still, we hope 


| to see the Holy Spirit's influences opera- 


ting in the family. They are all dis- 
This is all a work 
of faith; and we are called to walk by 


faith and not by sight. 


turbed and uneasy. 


RANGOON, 
LETTER FROM MR. VINTON. 


A callfor prayer—The work of the Lord 
advancing. 

Rangoon, September 27, 1852.—I 
write at this time to beg an interest in 
your prayers. We are engaged in a 
great work, too great for our unaided 
eflorts, and the help we need at this 
point is help from above. Pray, then, 
dear brethren, pray that the God of all 
grace may give us more grace, and enable 
us to keep our garments clear from the 
blood of souls,—that he will pour out his 
Iloly Spirit copiously upon the dark 
multitudes about us and bring them to a 
knowledge of himself, that his kingdom 
may soon come in all pazts of the Karen 
jungle. 

In my last I mentioned that we had 
sent assistants into a number of new lo- 


86 Miscellany.—Missions among the American Indians. 


calities where the Gospel had neverbefore 
been preached. Two days since, the 
assistants from Dalla returned with three 
applicants for baptism, who were bap- 
tized with eight others yesterday, making 
in all twenty-five Karens baptized since 


our arrival in this place. The assistants 


also brought a list of twenty-one others, | 


who have given in their names as candi- 
dates for baptism, and they state that, 
besides these, some forty in that district 
are about ready to turn to the Lord. 


Pray, then, dear brethren, that this work, — 
that the Lord has commenced in Dalla, 


may not be arrested in its progress till 
the whole district shall be converted to 
God. We have gained one new post in 
Maubee. One has been baptized and 
three others have sent in their names as 
applicants for the ordinance. The pros- 
pects are very encouraging in Leing, 
though none as yet have publicly pro- 
fessed their faith in Christ. 

A letter just received from one of the 
assistants in Dalla contains the follow- 
ing : 
“ Teacher, do not forget to pray earn- 
estly that God will incline the hearts of 
those whose business it is to preach Christ 
to the people, to preach with all their 


souls; for he has already inclined the 
hearts of the people to hear.” Let me, | 
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dear brethren, commend this request to 
your prayerful consideration. 

Had I time, I would like to give you 
some account of the present state of the 
country, particularly the sufferings that 
our dear native Christians have been 
called to endure in connection with the 
present war. But these are comparative- 
ly small matters, they themselves being 
judges, as will be seen in the fact, that in 
the midst of all this confusion and anarchy, 
robbery and plunder, bloodshed and 
death, these native preachers and many 
other native Christians are going every- 
where, preaching the word, the Lord 
working with them, and through their in- 
strumentality bringing sinners to repent- 
ance. 

I ought to add, here, that the instru- 
mentality of br. Kincaid has been greatly 
blessed, in infusing life and activity 
into the comparatively inert mass that 
we found on coming here ; and our great 
desire now is, that these native Christ- 
ians and native assistants may receive 
such a measure of divine influence, as to 
quicken them into that measure of life, 
and activity, and faith, that was ex- 
hibited by the primitive church, and that 
wrought such wonders towards the cor- 
version of the world during the life of 


the apostles. 


MISCELLANY. 


MISSIONS AMONG THE AMERICAN 
INDIANS. 


Nothing can more paralyze effort in 
any direction than a persuasion that effort 
will be ineffectual to secure its object. 


. We are so constituted that the cheerful- 


ness with which we undertake anything 
is in a great degree dependent on our 
faith in the probability of success. ‘This 
principle is recognized in the Scriptures. 
We walk, indeed, not by sight, but by 
faith, but a work of faith is not a work 
undertaken without any prospect of suc- 
cess. It is undertaken with a certainty 


of success, based on the immutable prom- 
ises of Him who “cannot deny himself.” 
A ground of assurance which is unseen, 
is not therefore unreal. The electric 
fluid is invisible, but we have no doubt of 
its existence or of its force. 

Now the command to evangelize all na- 
tions, though binding as a command, and 
enforced on the Christian by the weight- 
iest motivesof ingenuous gratitude, is for- 
tified and commended to our natural con- 
stitution by unconditional promises of 
divine aid and of ultimate success. Yet 


we are prone to suffer the deductions of 
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our minds from present facts to outweigh 
our confidence in the power and veracity 
of our Lord, so that instead of enduring 
“as seeing him who is invisible,” our 
spirits flag under the depressing sense of 
human weakness. 

It is not intended by these general re- 
marks, to admit as true all or the greater 
part of what has been uttered as to the 
difliculty of bringing the American In- 
dians under the power of Christianity. 
But admitting the existence of peculiar 
obstacles, we are still bound to look at 
the case from the point of view attain- 
able in the light of the Scriptures ; and 
since those tribes are manifestly included 
in our Lord’s perpetual commission to 
his disciples, and embraced in the terms 
of the accompanying promises, we are to 
consider which is the surest ground to go 
upon, a divine promise or a human de- 
duction. 

Missions among American Indians have 
ever had their peculiar difliculties. Some 
of these have sprung less from the na- 
tive character of the race than from their 
condition. They have been pressed upon 
by an aggressive, rapacious civiliza- 
tion, unrestrained by the fear of God or 
the love of man. It has been fashionable 
to say that savage tribes cannot exist 
beside civilized races, and this is digni- 
fied by the name of a “ natural law.” 
The truth of the matter is that civilized 
men have never been either Christian or 
humane enough to su//er savage tribes to 
exist by their side, and it is nothing 
more nor less than blasphemy to lay to 
the charge of nature, that is, of God, 
the wrongs we and our fathers have 
inflicted. 

The warlike character of the Indians 
has seriously obstructed their conversion 
and adoption of civilized habits. But 
they were no more warlike than our own 
Teutonic ancestors ; and their propensi- 
ties have been stimulated rather than re- 
pressed, by those who have been eager to 
enlist them in wars provoked by Euro- 
pean policy for objects of which the In- 
dians knew nothing. 

“ Savages cannot be reclaimed.” This 
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sentiment is uttered by the descendants 
of savages so imbruted, that their highest 
conception of the bliss of paradise was 
that of drinking blood out of’ the skulls of 
slaughtered enemies ! 

It is on grounds no more solid than 
these, that very many,—and we fear that 
among them are many Christians—have 
allowed themselves to sink under the 
conviction that the American aborigines 
are doomed to extinction,—that all effort 
in their behalfis fruitless; and so to lose 
that assurance of hope which is essential 
to the vigor of Christian effort. It may 
be that such is their doom ; and it is true 
that our Saviour was delivered to death 
by the determinate counsel of God. But 
wicked hands crucified the Son of God, 
and if the predicted fate falls on the In- 
dian tribes, their blood will be required 
by Him to whom vengeance belongeth. 

There are obstacles to the conversion 
of Indians, and so there are to the con- 
On the other 
hand there are some points in which 
these have decidedly the advantage of 
other pagans. They have conscience, 
and what has been termed the religious 
“ sentiment ” or instinct, much more clear- 
ly and more easily developed than in 
most savage races. So far from being 
specially inapt to civilized customs, they 
have shown a remarkable readiness to 
adopt them. Had these tendencies not 
been checked by the devastation of their 
settlements and their continual expulsion 
into the wilderness, as colonial tapacity 
coveted their lands, our current theories 
already often refuted, would have been 
utterly silenced. 

Facts are decisive on these points. ‘ As 
the result of missionary efforts in Massa- 
chusetts previous to 1675, there were 
gathered fourteen settlements of Chris- 
tian Indians, with a population of 3,600, 
twenty-four regular ¢ongregations and 
twenty-four Indian’ preachers. These 
settlements had houses in the English 
fashion, the people were addicted’ to ag- 
riculture ayd the peaceful arts,and had 
a strong thirst for education. The rav- 
ages of “Philip’s war” extinguished their 


version of all Pagans. 


| 
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fair promise. They attempted to be neu- 
tral between their English benefactors 
and their pagan countrymen ; they were 


suspected by both parties, and every | 


man’s hand was against them. Their 
settlements were ravaged, their hopes 
crushed, their progress fatally arrested, 
not because of their positive incapacity 
but of their relative weakness. The his- 
tory of the Moravian missions is a history 
of successes rapidly gained, and then lost 
by an overmastering violence. The ex- 
tinction of the reformation in Spain by 
the murderous rigor of the inquisition, 
proves as conclusively that Spaniards are 
naturally incapable of receiving the re- 
formed faith, as the blasted hopes of 
missionaries to the Indian tribes prove 
their incapacity to receive the blessings of 
religion and civilization. 


If evidence is still sought for the faith 


that Indians may share in the present | 


blessings and future hopes of Christian 
culture, it is plentifully furnished in the 
later history of the tribes, especially of 
the Cherokees and Choctaws. These 


tribes, through the influences of the gos- | 


pel, were making rapid progress upward 
in the scale of social life. Their forcible 
removal west of the Mississippi sent them 
once more into the wilderness. Their 
struggle with this hard adversity was se- 
vere, but they have nobly surmounted it. 
A report presented to the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sionaries at its recent anniversary, by the 
Rev. S.-B. Treat, bears unequivocal tes- 
timony to the value of missionary efforts 
among them. We will recite some of 
the facts it embodies. 

In 1818the Choctaws were a savage 
people. Polygamy and infanticide, war 
and intemperance debased them. When 
Mr. Kingsbury asked if there was a sober 
man among them, they said there was 
one. They are now a Christian nation, 
with an established government, engaged 
in agriculture and giving evidence on 
every side of comfort, thrift and prog- 
ress. They prizeeducation. They have 
a fund for the academical and collegiate 
training of young men: an annual ap- 
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propriation of $25,500 is made for the 
support of boarding schools, and the 
Sunday Schools, even, are supported by 
the state. Their common schools are 
inadequate; but their white neighbors 
are far in the rear of the Choctaws, in 
every department of education. Intem- 
perance has declined, and would be sup- 
pressed were it not for the introduction 
of whiskey from “the states.” The 
“ Maine law,” so called, was substantial- 
ly enacted by the Choctaw nation in 1823 
and is now in force. About one in eight 
are Christian communicants, and they 
honor their profession by active piety 
and a large-hearted benevolence. To 

care of the 
converts 


the churches under the 
American Board 1613 

added in the last twelve vears, an aver- 
age of more than 134 annually. The sta- 


were 


tistics of other churches are not given. 

The same remarks apply, in a strong- 
er degree to the Cherokees. Their en- 
dowments for education, their govern- 
ment, their social advancement, place 
them in a higher position than any other 
tribe, and the strongest testimony to 
their civilization is borne by observers 
who had no relation to the missionaries 
that should involve a suspicion of partial- 
ity. Our own pages have borne testi- 
timony to the success of the gospel 
among other tribes, and the paper from 
which we derive the above facts is 
equally decisive and equally cheering in 
respect to the Senecas and the Tuscaro- 
ras. One third of the Tuscaroras are 
members of the mission church, and the 
moral and social state of the tribe com- 
pares favorably not only with that of 
other Indians, but of their enlightened 
neighbors in the State of New York. 

Such facts as these enforce the three 
conclusions of the report: 1. There is 
hope for the Indian. 2. The only hope 
of the Indian is in the gospel. 3. Mis- 
sionaries to the Indians have a strong 
claim upon our sympathies. 

There is hope. The whole history of 
Indian missions affirms it.—The gospel 
alone can save the Indian. The pagan 


tribes are wasting; nothing has saved 


‘ 
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any remnant of the aborigines east of the 
Mississippi but the conservative force of 
Christianity. Nothing else can save 
their compatriots. Why should not their 
salvation engage the hearts of all Chris- 
tians whose inheritance is cast in this 
goodly land? Hardly as their fathers 
were treated, it is a small thing that we 
should deal kindly with their impover- 
ished children. 


THE PROTESTANTS OF TUSCANY. 


Our readers have been informed of the 
persecutions in Tuscany, in which the 
case of Francesco and Rosa Madiai has 
had such unhappy prominence as to have 
made Florence a centre of observation 
for the Christian world.* It is not likely 
that the Tuscan government, in making 
this public demonstration of intolerance 
and cruelty, had any apprehension of the 
effect which it actually produced. It wes 
intended to bea striking act, but it struck 
further than was expected or desired. 
The publicity of the proceeding, which 
was designed to strike terror into all 
Protestants in the duchy, inevitably ex- 
posed it to the gaze of the world; and 
the spontaneous sympathy of all Protes- 
tant Europe and America, expressed in 
the organs of political as well as of re- 
ligious opinion,—such papers, for instance, 
as the London Times and the Paris 
Debats — has undoubtedly done more to 
confirm the Tuscan Protestants and to 
confound their oppressors, than a dozen 
such trials could do to terrify them. 
Seldom, indeed, has there been a more 
noticeable example of that unity of spirit 
which unites all Christians, or a more 
significant token of the formation of a 
PUBLIC OPINION common to the civilized 
WorRLD, founded on a common intelli- 
gence,—the natural effect of free inter- 
communication between civilized states— 
than is afforded by the case of the Mad- 
iais. In Switzerland, Prussia, Holland, 
England, France, and the United States, 
men of all ranks, from the kings of Eu- 


*See our last volume pp. 377, 444 
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rope to untitled myriads cf those who 
constitute collectively the sovereignty of 
this republic, united to express their sor- 
row for these victims of injustice, and in- 
dignation at the policy of the government 
whose peaceable and loyal subjects they 
were. The King of Prussia interposed 
personally in their favor before the sen- 
tence was carried into execution, and 
similar requests were understood to have 
emanated from other courts of Europe. 
When it became known that the bigot- 
ry of the Grand Duke was proof against 
these influences, it might have seemed 
hopeless to attempt anything further. But 
the Protestant Alliance of England, in 
concert with other bodies on the conti- 
nent, decided on a united appeal to the 
clemency of the Duke, that, even if un- 
successful in their efforts, they might at 
least bring home to the government of 
Tuscany, and to all others under like in- 
fluences, a sense of the feeling that ani- 
mates the Protestant world, and at the 
same time strengthen the faith of other 
sufferers for the truth. They were rep- 
resented by a deputation consisting of 
the Earls of Roden and Cavan, and Capt. 
Trotter, from England, Count A. de Gas- 
perin and M. de Mimont, of France, 
Count A. von Pourtelais and M. von 
Bonin, of Prussia, Col. Tronchin and 
Count de St. George, of Switzerland, and 
M. de Sochterwonde, of Holland. The 
deputation pursued a moderate and con- 
ciliatory course, declining to avail them- 
selves of any diplomatic assistance. The 
British and Prussian ambassadors offered 
to introduce them, and it cannot be 
doubted that, so introduced, they would 
at least have gained a hearing. But the ul- 
tramontane journals had so industriously 
represented the movement as a political 
one,—a combination of powerful Protest- 
ant states to intimidate a Roman Catholic 
sovereign, that their friendly oflices were 
declined. The Duke refused them an 
an audience. They sent to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs the memorial they had 
intended to present in person. The min- 
ister replied that he did not think proper 
to submit it “to the high consideration of 
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his august sovereign ;” a piece of diplo- 
matic nonsense that imposes on nobody, 
as “ his august sovereign ” is undoubtedly 
as curious to know what other people 
think of him, as less eminent personages 
usually are. 

The deputation ascertained that the 
Madiais were treated with some degree of 
kindness, their sufferings having been 
mitigated when the attention of all the 
world was found to have been fixed on 
them. But with all abatements, they had 
suffered greatly from confinement, and 
were in a precarious state of health. The 
privileges granted to the worst criminals, 
of being attended by a minister of their 
own faith and of reading devotional books 
in accordance with their religious views, 
were denied them. They had no bible 
but a Roman Catholic version with notes. 
They were confined in separate prisons, 
fifty miles apart, and denied all commu- 
nication with each other. But their faith 
had failed not, and their meekness under 
sufferings and reproaches bore unequivo- 
cal testimony to the excellence of the 


gospel. 

Besides enjoying the opportunity of 
carrying consolation to these unhappy 
prisoners, the deputation were enabled to 
strengthen the hearts of others who have 
the like precious faith. Of the number 
of the Protestants in Tuscany, or the ex- 
tent of persecution, it is not easy to speak 
accurately ; but there is no doubt that 
hundreds, condemned by secret tribunals, 
or arbitrarily arrested without the form 
of trial, have expiated by fines, imprison- 
ment and banishment, the crime of heresy. 
The number that have withdrawn from 
the Church of Rome is estimated at 
20,000. If this be so, it is no wonder 
that the application in behalf of the Ma- 
diais failed. For the Grand Duke has 
vowed the extirpation of heresy from his 
dominions, no matter at what expense, 
even of blood, and with so numerous a 
body of recusants to deal with, he could 
hardly be expected to show lenity to the 
chief of them. 

But the evangelical Christians of Tus- 
eany, though they may be banished or 
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exterminated, cannot be subdued. In an 
address to the deputation, a document 
calm, firm and trustful, they alluded to 
the circumstances which forbade them to 
give a public testimony of their gratitude, 


and add: 


“But though we cannot openly and 
collectively offer you the expression of 
our gratitude for the sympathy which you 
have so manifested towards us in our 
trials and sufferings, we cannot be hin- 
dered from offering up our prayers to 
the Father of mercies and God of all 
grace, that he may crown your mission 
with success, and may grant us better 
days, when we may worship God in quiet- 
ness, none daring to make us afraid. If, 
however, it must needs be that we should 
yet suffer for the truth, we commit our- 
selves in confidence to our Father in 
heaven, who will not permit us to be tried 
above what we are able to bear, and who 
has graciously assured his people that ‘as 
their days, so shall their strength be.’ 
And we abide the issue of these trials 
with the calm assurance that He who per- 
mits them will overrule them for his ml 
and for our good ; and that the things that 
befall us shall turn out, as in the early 
days of his church, rather to the further- 
ance of the gospel.” 


A rumor has reached this country of 
the death of Francesco Madiai, but it is 
not confirmed, though far from improba- 
ble. If true, it adds another to the list 
of murders which defile the garments and 
will make awful the doom of the apostate 
church, by whose instigation the arm of 
power is raised against the followers of 
Christ. 


THE WAPPERTHAL. 


Those who read the communications 
from the German Mission, in a former 
number (p. 13), in which a movement 
towards a large secession from the estab- 
lished churches in Elberfeld and its 
vicinity is described, may have observed 
an allusion to the Wapperthal, and have 
been a little puzzled by it. A letter from 
Mr. Oncken to brethren in England, not 
only defines the region of country so 
designated, but adds interesting informa- 
tion respecting its character. 

The Wapperthal, as the name imports, 
is the valley of the Wapper,—the Wap- 
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per-vale. The Wapper is a branch of 
the Rhine, whose water has qualities 
adapted to dyeing the finest colors. The 
towns of Elberfeld, Barmen, Gemarke, 
and Wichlinghausenlie in the Wapperthal. 
This region has been, since the Reforma- 
tion, favored with a succession of evan- 
gelical pastors, in connection with the 
Lutheran, Reformed, United and Dutch 
Reformed churches, and has been styled 
the spiritual garden of Germany. Elber- 
feld was the scene of the labors of Dr. 
F. W. Krummacher, whose “Elijah the 
Tishbite,” and other evangelical works, 
have been so extensively read in this 
country. Evangelical religion has flour- 
ished there more than in any other part 
of Germany. There have been at dif- 
ferent times secessions from the State 
churches, among them one led by a Mr. 
Lindel, who had been a Roman Catholic 
priest, whose followers have organized 
something like a church, but maintain 
anti-evangelical views. ‘There are also 
many separatists without organization, 
some meeting in small companies, others 
having no public worship. About four or 
five years ago, Mr. Oncken visited Elber- 
feld and baptized four believers, but found 
that the time had not come to constitute 
a church there. One of these brethren, 
however, has been diligent in the circu- 
lation of tracts, and these efforts, aided 
by the political events of 1848, which 
stirred up the minds of men and gave 
new force to previous dissatisfaction with 
the established order in church and 
state, prepared the way for what has 
recently been manifested there. The 
way has been preparing for years, though 
silently. In the communication referred 
to, which is of later date than any re- 
ceived here, it is stated that a church of 
more than forty members has been 
formed. As there are a multitude who 
have revolted from those views of the 
sacraments which prevail in the Lutheran 
and other State churches, though as yet 
under the influence of some grave and 
some fantastic errors, there is a wide and 
promising, but still a laborious field open 
to our brethren. 
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In this connection we cannot refrain 
from an allusion to a scene in Elberfeld, a 
little more than a year ago, of which an 
account was given in our last volume 
(pp. 12, 28). The Kirchenbund, or 
church-union, composed of evangelical 
professors in the four churches recog- 
nized by the State, met at that city in 
September, 1851, a conference having 
in view the interests of vital religion in 
Germany. There were present a dele- 
gation from England, representing the 
Evangelical Alliance, among whom was 
the Rev. Dr. Steane. His character as 
a Baptist being known to the assembly, 
he improved an opportunity to make an 
address exhorting to unity and brotherly 
love among Protestants, and to a common 
effort for religious liberty ; in which con- 
nection he spoke, in a temperate and 
conciliatory but decided tone, of the dis- 
graceful persecutions inflicted upon the 
Baptists by Protestant governments in 
Germany. He was listened to with re- 
spectful attention, but without the slight- 
est token of sympathy, and the only 
notice taken of his appeal was a cold and 
repulsive resolve, that they would main- 
tain the four confessions on which the 
Kirchenbund was founded. In spite of 
its guarded phraseology, the vote must 
be deemed to have been intended as a 
virtual denial of religious liberty. But 
the city which witnessed this demonstra- 
tion of state-church exclusiveness, now 
witnesses the rapid and energetic growth 
of Baptist principles. The four confes- 
sions are powerless against the strong 
constraint of scriptural convictions. 


HEATHENISM PUT TO SHAME, 


An affair came off in Ceylon, last year, 
which may be thought to bear a partial 
resemblance to the discomfiture of the 
prophets of Baal by Elijah. The Cin- 
galese are enslaved by fear of their 
priests, who claim to possess the power to 
inflict instant death by their enchant- 
ments. Although experience has shown 
that men may be exorcised of heathen 
superstitions without receiving Christian~ 
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ity or abating in any degree their hostility | 
to it, itis yet important and necessary | 
that the error should be expelled. Mis- 
sionaries to the Cingalese, among other 
devices to this end, challenged their 
priests to try their arts uponthem. The 
experiment was either declined, or proved 
an ignominious failure. But the priests 
were fertile in excuses. Some would 
confess that they could not exercise such 
miraculous power, but still aflirmed that 
other priests, somewhere or other, could. 
Others would allege that though their 
charms had no effect upon Englishmen, 
natives could not escape them. Transpar- 
ent as these pretences were, they ap- 
peared to satisfy the people and to de- 
stroy the due effect of the trial. 

To put an end to such excuses and de- 
monstrate the impotence of the priests, 
the missionaries determined on a gener- 
al challenge, upon terms incapable of 
evasion. The subjects selected for ex- 
periment were Cingalese Christians. The 
places selected were Kandy, Colombo 
and Galle, each not less than seventy 
miles from either of the others, and Ma- 
tura, twenty miles from Galle, so that op- 
portunity was given to priests from all 
the districts to make open proof of their 
powers. Asubstantial pecuniary reward 
was offered to any priest who should 
make good his supernatural claims. The 
challenge was printed, posted, and pub- 
lished far and near, and brought so di- 
rectly to the notice of the whole people 
that none could plead ignorance. The 
demons, the gods of the nation, were put 
on a public trial. The challenge was an 
omen of dread to all concerned. The 
people could not conceal their con- 
fusion, their sure foresight of defeat. The 
priests declined the trial in advance, on 
grounds so flimsy as to increase rather 
than diminish popular apprehension. 
Missionaries of different denominations 
were in attendance on the day and in 
the places appointed, waiting for the vota- 
ries of devil-worship to show themselves. 
The result is thus stated by the Rev. J. 
Rippon, English Wesleyan missionary at 
Point-de-Galle : 
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“At Kandy and Colombo neither 
priest nor people appeared. At Galle 
there was a large concourse of people, 
but no priest; and after an appropriate 
address by the Rev. Mr. Goonesakare, 
Church of England native missionary, 
the crowd dispersed. I shall not soon 
forget the general appearance of the 
inhabitants of Matura, as I entered the 
town the day before the trial. They all 
knew the purpose for which I had come, 
and most clearly anticipated the result ; 
for shame sat upon every countenance, 
and they seemed most keenly to feel the 
approaching exposure of their abomina- 
tions. The next morning they gathered 
in little bands, a short distance from the 
appointed place, but would not come 
near. We succeeded, however, in col- 
lecting about one hundred persons, to 
whom the challenge was read and the 


reward offered; but no priest ven- 
| tured to appear. 


Several addresses 
were delivered on the folly and wicked 
ness of devil-worship ; and the people sep- 
arated, some of them acknowledging, and 
all of them feeling, that their “ religion” 
had suffered an inglorious defeat. Such 
challenges can never become necessary 
again, as we have only to appeal to the 
past to secure an unanswerable argument. 
The result was published in the Lanka 
Nidhani, a morthly Cingalese periodical 
and in the Colombo Observer.” 
Salutary as such an appeal may be, 
it is perhaps necessary to interpose a 
caution, lest in some minds an erroneous 
impression of its value should be produe- 
ed. Incidents of this nature impair, 
and sometimes destroy reverence for the 
pagan priesthood and for the oracles of 
their sacred books; but they do not 
change the heart,— they do not save the 
soul, or tend, except very indirectly, to its 
salvation. We say this for our readers’, 
not for the missionaries’ sakes, whose esti- 
mate of the transaction is thus stated by 
the one we have quoted :_ “ The supersti- 
tion was doubtless shaken, and the way for 
direct missionary operations prepared.” 


PROTESTANT MISSION IN LISBON, 

There has been for several years a 
small Protestant congregation in Lisbon, 
under the care of Dr. Gomez, a converted 
Spanish priest. He was settled as a 
parish priest in Malaga, on the Medi- 
terranean coast, where he was led to a 
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knowledge of the gospel and renounced | and a zeal which is continually bringing 


the errors of Rome. He was, of course, 
obliged to flee from that quarter, and took 


refuge at Gibraltar, but the British au- | 
thorities there, for reasons which no home | 


administration, we are confident, could 


vindicate in Parliament, sided with his | 


persecutors, and compelled him to seek 
a resting place in Brazil. There he 
resided some years, practising medicine, 
which he had formerly studied. He was 
afterwards brought providentially to Lis- 
bon, and has since continued, on a very 
small income, to preach the word of life. 
ile has been wonderfully tolerated, and 
by his intercourse with priests and other 
persons of good standing in society, has 
exerted a wide influence for good. A 
little flock of twenty-four converts has 
rewarded his efforts, by a consistent life 


| 
| 


| 


new hearers to the little chapel. They 
also visit much from house to house for 
religious conversation, and new instances 
of conversion are recently reported as the 
fruit of their efforts. “The mission” Dr. 
Gomez wrote in August last, “ goes on 
prosperously, advancing beyond expec- 
tation.” The only aid which it receives 
is £100 per annum, given by the For- 
eign Aid Society of London, and small 
sums collected tor it in that city by Rev. 
Dr. Thomson, who says, in a recent ap- 
peal to British Christians for more liberal 
assistance: “ I have been on many mis- 
sionary stations and in many countries, 
but I know no missionary whose labors 
are more abundant and genuine, and 
successful too, than are those of this neg- 
lected man.” 
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Rangoon. 


presses the opinion, founded on intelligence 
from Ava, that a stable peace is not in very 
near prospect, but that, as the rains were 
over, measures could be taken to free the 
lower provinces from the Burman free- 
booters, whose ravages have caused such 
suffering. He was intending soon to go up 
to Prome, to be absent two or three weeks. 
Mr. Beecher had arrived at Rangoon, in his 
way to Bassein. 

**In our missionary work,” Mr. K, says, 
**we have every encouragement to labor in 
season and out of season, We have baptized 
every Lord's day since the middle of July, 
and the whole number up to the present 
time is sixty. From several villages where 
we sent preachers and school teachers, we 
have cheering accounts. Two entire villages 
have sent off their poongyees, turned their 
buildings into chapels and school houses, 


and sent to us a request to be taught the | 


ways of God more perfectly. As soon as 
the war closes, there should be missionary 
stations at Danabo and Prome, two families 


for each. 


** Within a few days past we have buried 


| two of our Christian women, one of them 


the oldest member of the church. As near 


| as we can learn, she was ninety-three years 


| of age. 
Mr. Kincaid, under date of Oct. 14, ex- | : 


Till the very last she retained her 
mental powers remarkably. She possessed 
much faith, and spoke often of her desire 
to depart and be with Christ. At our last 
communion season she was borne to the 
chapel, and at the close expressed her joy 
at being once more permitted to unite in 
this holy service. Five members of the 
church have died within the year.” 


Basscin. 


After the accounts we have published of 
the impaired health of Mr. Abbott, it will 
wwaken no surprise, though extreme pain, 
to learn that he is compelled to withdraw 
himself from the field of labor. At our latest 
advices, he was at Maulmain. Mr. Van 
Meter writes Sept. 27: * You will not be un- 
prepared to learn that br. Abbott has at 
length decided to quit the field. Since my 
last he has been failing more and more, re- 
viving, perhaps, for two or three days, but 
only to fall the lower next time. And then 
his mental depression has been fearful. I 
am astonished, at times, to see how he can 
bear up as he does under these crushing ail- 
ments of both soul and body. 

* This decision cost him along and dread- 


| 

| | 
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ful struggle. Night after night did he toss on 
his bed without scarce ever closing his eyes 
in sleep. He said it seemed as if he would 
be ‘recreant to God and man’ to leave this 
field, so inviting, and just when he was so 
well-prepared for this peculiar work. Ah! 
when will these bereaved children ever see 
such another father? For the past four or 
five days he has been on board the Pegu, a 
store ship, which will, probably, leave to- 
morrow for Maulmain. 


*“*T am now living here alone, A few of 
the Karens are staying with me; but nearly 
all the scholars, who had not left before, 
have gone to-day. It had been arranged 
that I should go on with the school; but the 
Burmese came in close upon us, and have 
destroyed many Karen villages lately, and 
are now threatening others; these things, 
and the appearance of the small pox in the 
town, have created such a panic that all 
seemed to coincide in the expediency of 
giving up the school for the present.” 


Tavoy. 


Mr. Brayton, who has been residing tem- 
porarily at Tavoy, preparing some works 
for the press and superintending the print- 
ing, writes on the 5th of October that his 
work was so nearly finished, he hoped to 
return to Mergui in the course of the month. 
His pupils, whom he brought with him, 
have prosecuted their studies as usual, in 
connection with the school at Tavoy. 


“The second department of our school,” 
he observes, “has been in jail. Soon after 
our arrival here, I found four intelligent 
looking men, Pwo Karens, in jail. As they 
manifested a desire to learn to read, I sent 
a man to teach them about an hour a day 
during the week, and went myself on the 
Sabbath. They have all learned to read 
their own language, and profess to be wholly 
on the Lord’s side. Time will determine 
their sincerity. They are from Toungbyouk, 
where there is quite an extensive settlement 
of Pwos, not one of whom has ever become 
an open follower of Jesus. Three of these 
men, no-charge being found against them, 
have been liberated. They said, ‘God sent 
us to jail that we might learn to read and 
learn about: Jesus.’ 
home they took with them elementary 
books; and some wild Karens who have 
come into town from that place, say, ‘ Those 
men are preaching and teaching all the 
time.’ The fourth man is still in prison, 
to remain some three months longer, for 
harboring robbers in his house, though he 
durst not undertake to drive them away. I 


Departure of Missionaries. 


| Spingbok, Capt. Hurd. 


When they returned | 


[ March, 


visit him every Sabbath, and he appears 
well.” 
France. 


The work of the mission in the northern 
department, though under the frown of 
power, goes onward, A letter dated Dec. 
31, says: “Of course I have nothing very 
brilliant to say concerning the work commit- 
ted to us, yet that work is not yet dead. 
Our brethren have persevered through great 
tribulation, and do still persevere, ‘The pro- 
gress has notbeen rapid, yet even in Mr, F.’s 
field, where all meetings have been pro- 
hibited, half a dozen persons give evidence 
of conversion since that prohibition. The 
churches stand fast, and the agents make 
progress in important 
Three of the young men have entered the 
work, They understand more fully than any 
youths I have ever graduated, the ground- 
work and superstructural arrangements of a 
church of Christ.” 


several respects, 


DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES. 


Rev. Messrs. Moses H. Bixby, Daniel 
Whitaker, and A. Taylor Rose, with their 
wives, Mrs. Cephas Bennett of the Tavoy 
Mission, , and the native assistant who 
had but recently arrived in this country with 
Mr. Cross, embarked at this port Jan. 17, 
for Maulmain via Cape Town, in the barque 
The designation 
services were held on the preceding evening 
in the Rowe street meeting house. The 
general devotional services were conducted 
by the Rev. Messrs. W. C. Brown, A. H. 
Burlingham, W. Howe, of this city, and E. 
B. Cross, of Tavoy ; the instructions of the 
Executive Committee were read by the Home 
Secretary; the prayer of designation was 
offered by the Rey. Dr. Sharp; the mission- 
aries were addressed by the Rey. Dr. Stow, 
who gave them the right hand of fellowship 
and of farewell; and a few parting words 
were addressed to the congregation by the 
missionary brethren. Religious services 
were conducted on board the vessel upon the 
morning of her departure, the prayer being 
offered by the Rey. L. A. Dunn, of Vermont. 


ARRIVAL OF MR. CROSS, 


Rey. E. B. Cross, of the Tavoy Mission, 
with his family, a Karen assistant and a 
Burmese nurse, arrived at this port Jan. 2, 
in the barque Springbok, Capt. Hurd, from 
Cape Town. They commenced their voyage 


1853.] 


by a vessel for London, but found it neces- 
sary to exchange this for the more direct 
course. The health of the family was much 
improved by the voyage. 


DONATIONS. 
Keertvep In JANUARY, 1853. 


Maine. 


Bucksport, M. G. Buck 3; Jeffer- 
son, Istch. 12; Wells Depot, a 
friend 9.50; Montville, T. B. 
Robinson 10; Mrs. Robinson 1 ; 
Kennebunkport, Village ch. 15 ; 
Brooklin, ch. 5; Lebanon, Miri- 
am B. Goodwin, to educate a 
Bassa youth named Daniel Wood 
20 ; Wiscasset, John Sylvester 5 ; 
Mrs. Mary Dodge 1 ; 31.50 


New Hampshire. 


Stratham, Kev. Benjamin Knight 
5; Contoecook, “the monthly 
gathering of a small family” 3; 3.00 


Vermont. 


Danville Association 

Addison Asso., * proceeds of a pair 
of ear-rings’’ for Burman mis- 
sion 75c. ; Bristol, A. A. Sawin 
5c. ; 1.00 

Whitingham, Rufus Brown 6; 
Derby, Ladies’ Sew. Circle 14.50 ; 
Alburgh,ch.5.23; West Topsham, 
ch., Moses Wallace tr., 13 ; Plain- 
field, Jacob Perkins, wife and 
daughters, for Burman mission 
5; Cornwall, Mrs. Roxana Peet 
4; West Haven, ch. 10; 57.73 

70.44 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, John G. Lewis 100; a 
friend 10 ; a friend 2; afriend 1; 
a friend 50c. ; Mrs. Beard 2.50 ; 
Charles Howard Gould 1.25; 
Master Charles W. Perkins 4; 
Charles St. ch. mon. con. 10.35 ; 
Washington St. 8. Sch., W. Ho- 
bart tr., 6 ; Charlestown, Ist ch., 
Joseph Carter tr., to cons. Wm. 
Otis Carr L. M., 100 ; 8. Scb., for 
sup. of child in Assam Orph. 
Sch., 25; Boardman Miss. Soc., 
to cons. Rev. Hiram Hutchins 
and Mrs. Joseph Goodnow L. M., 
200; Lawrence, a friend 5 ; Gro- 
ton, ch. 10.74; Weston, ch. 
15.50; Andover, 8. 8. Richardson 
3; Shelburne Falls, B. Maxwell 
&; Miss C. B. Williams 25c. ; 
Middleboro’, Central ch., tocons. 
Allen Thatcher L. M., 100; West 
Dedham, Fem. Mite Soc. 10; Sal- 
isbury and Amesbury, ch. 8. Sch., 
Wm. Carruthers supt. “for sup. 
of a Chinese female child under 
care of Mrs. Johnson, Hong 
Kong’ 25; Lawrence, ch., a 
friend 10 ; North Wrentham, ch. 
6; Shrewsbury, a friend 25c. ; 
Boxboro’, Mrs. John Fletcher 
1; West Acton, Mrs. Erie Hig- 
gins 1; East Brookfield, Rev. 8. 
W. Marston 1; East Cambridge, 
ch. 75; 8. Sch., Henry 8. Hills, 
Treas., for support of Henrietta 
Reed in Mr. Jewett’s sch., 25; to 
cons. Enos Reed L. M. Methuen, 
ch. (of which 5 for Indian 
Miss.) 220.48; Westboro’, ch., 


Donations. 


Wim. Cheever tr., 35; New Bed- 
ford, William St. ch., L. G. He- 
wins tr., mon. con. to cons. Miss 
Ann Freeman L. M., 100; Lynn, 
ch, 70 ; 

Worcester Asso., Il. Ayers tr.: Bel- 
lingham, ch, mon. con. 1.87; N. 
J. Arnold 2 ; 3.87 


1,184.77 


Rhode Island. 


Providence, A friend, to cons. Rev. 
W. A. Hfallock and Rev. Baptist 
W. Noel L. M., 


Connecticut. 


Bridgeport, ch. 8. Sch., for sup. of 
a heathen child named William 
Reid, 25 ; a lady, for support of 
John Warren in Mrs. Viuton’s 
sch., 25; another lady, for Mrs. 
Vinton’s sch. and for printing 
and circulating the Karen Bible, 
New London, Thomas Potter 
15; Milton, College st., ch. 8.84 ; 
Rev. L. B. Hart 1.16 ; Mrs. Lydia 
Iiart 1; Misa E. Benedict 4; 
North Ashford, Rev. Timothy 
Waketield 1.50; Stratfield, ch. 
25; Brookfield and vicinity 14 

East Lyme, Ist ch. 29; John L. 
Smith, to educate a child of his 
name in Newgong Orph. Sch., 
25; 2d ch. 24.86 ; Calvin 8. Man- 
waring, to educate a child of his 
name in Nowgong Orph. Sch., 25; 
to cons. John Lay Smith L. 
M., per Rev. E. Savage, agent, 


70.50 


103.86 


New York. 


New York city, Oliver St. ch., Rich- 
ard Stout tr., 1.800; Constable, 
ch. 3 ; Chateaugay, ch. 8; Eaton, 
Rev. William Brown, to sup. a 
native preacher under direction 
of Mr. Bronson, 50; Albany, 2d 
ch 6; Savona, Key. J. C. Mal- 
lory 7 ; Hemlock Lake, Benjamin 
Rogers 10; Columbus, ch. 10; 
Hamilton, ch., Benev. Soc, for 
sup. of Linus Peck in Assam 
Orph. Sch., 25 ; Fenner, ch. 42; 
Troy, North ch., Mrs. H. E. 
Thompson, for support of Pwo 
Karen Assistant 50 ; 

Niagara Asso., B. Van Horn, tr.: 
17.23; Somerset Ist ch. 42.17 ; 
Reuben D. Merritt, tocons hims. 
L. M. 100; Lockport, Ist ch, 650; 
Rev. KE. Galusha 5; Mrs. Ga- 
lusha 2; H. Flaggler 5; Wil- 
son, ch. 58 ; Hartland, ch. 34.18 ; 
Newfane, ch. 20; Akron, ch. 
18.42; per Rey. 8. M. Osgood, 
Agent, 

Cattaraugus Asso., P. Burlingame 
tr.: Rushford, ch.. 17 ; Clarks- 
ville, ch. 1.45; 8. Sch. 1; Fem. 
Beney. Soe. 2 ; Richburg, ch. 5 ; 
Mrs. Arthuson 65(c.; Hinsdale, 
ch. 2440; per Rev. 8. M. O 
Agent, 

Canesteo River Asso., per Rev. 8. 
M. 0. Agent, 

Chemung River Asso., I. Mather 
tr.: Big Flat, ch. 2; Catlin and 
Dix, ch. 6; Campbell and Irwin, 
ch 8; Caton, ch. 28.50; with 
other dona’s, to cons. Wm. A. 
Brown L. M. Elmira and Fair- 
port, ch, 20.07 ;* Factoryville, ch? 
20.08; Corning, ch. 15.35 ; South- 
port and Elmira, ch. 58.72; 8. 
Sch. 41.28; to cons. Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Chandler L. M.; Mrs. Joann 
Kelly, to cons. herself L. M. 
100; per Rev. 8. M. O. Agent. 


2,010.00 


51.35 
34.00 


300.00 
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1,188.64 


274.36 
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Lockport, 2d chi.., to cons. George 
Rogers L. M., per Rev. 8. M. O., 
agt., 

Broome and Tioga Asso., 9.60 ; Tio- 
ga Centre, ch. 12.65; West Dan- 
by, ch. 7.14; Willseyville, ch. 5; 
Tioga and Barton, ch. 5; Spen- 
cer, ch. 2.90; Caroline, ch. 17; 
Centre Lisle, ch. 1; Bingham- 
ton, ch. 30.10; M. Patch 50 cts.; 
per Rev. I. A. Smith, agt., 

Chenango Asso., 12.84; Sherburn 
Village, ch. 1; E. Colburn 2; 
Oxford, ch. 2781; Smyrna, ch. 
7; Oxford and Green, ch. 26.10; 
Pitcher, ch. 36.25; Bainbridge, 
2d ch. 5.53; North Norwich, ch. 
6; Coventry, ch. 16.50; 8. Sch. 
6.50; Norwich, ch. 200; Guil- 
ford, 2d ch. 27.62; Fayette, ch. 
5; McDonough, ch. 12; South 
New Berlin, ch. 33.62; Earlville, 
ch. 13; Coventry and Green, ch. 
17.87; O. D. Merril 1; per Rev. 
H. A. S., agt., 

Cortland Asso. : Fabius and Trux- 
ton, ch. 10.75; Solon, ch. 4.50; 
Truxton, ch. 24.46; Virgil, ch. 
17.50; Joel Call 1; Rev. Thos. 
Purington 5; R. M. Bullock 
2.50; per Rev. H. A. S., agt., 

Onondaga Asso. : Fabins, ch 10.75, 
Fayetteville, ch. 76.50; Marcel- 
lus ch. 38.30; per Rey. H. A.5., 


agt., 

Otsego Asso.: Brookfield, ch. 1; 
Plainfield, ch. 5.50; Warren De- 
lancy, (“ being the Ist annual 
dividend on Plank Road Stock 
bequeathed to the A. B. M. Un- 
ion ”)15; a friend of Missions 
in C. V. 3; Springfield, ch. 3.06; 
Exeter, ch. 13.88; J. Brayman, 
3; Astis Goddard 1; Mrs. 8. 
Eaton 25 cts. ; E. M. Shepard 1; 
J. S. Stetson 5; Jackronville, 
ch. 6.25; Rev. L. Casler1; Cy- 
rus Hartshorn 3; D. W. Palmer 
1; New Lisbon, ch. 15; J. 8. 
Stetson and family 10; Butter- 
nuts, ch. 5.06; per Rev. H. A. 
&., agt., 

Oneida Asso., 15.81; F. Cordelia 

Randall 1; Trenton, Ist ch. 

6.50; Rev. P. P. Brown 5; 

Whitesboro’, ch. 78.70; 8. Sch., 

for Assam Orph. Sch, 21.30; 

Mrs. Betsey Khodes 2 ; Cassville, 

ch. 67.76; North Bay, ch. 3; 

Westmoreland, 2d ch. 14.75; 

Rome, ch. 50; Waterville, ch. 

9; Vernon, ch. 20.50; Utica, 

Bleecker St. ch. 120.83; Broad 

St. ch. 133.90; Annsville, ch. 

28.15; per Rev. H. A. &., agt., 


New Jersey. 

Salem, Ist ch., to circulate the 

Scriptures in Burmah, 21.12; 
Kingwood, ch., Miss. Soc. 28 ; 

Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia, Richard Engle, Jr., 


5; Mt. John Welch 5; New 
Brittan, ch. 19.55 ; Phoeuix- 


ville, ch., 8. Sch. 8.50; Block- 
ley, ch. 36.75; Rush and Sun- 
bury, chhs. 4; Minersville, ch. 
259; Muncy, ch. 1.61; Upland, 
8. Sch. Bible Class 1; Lewis- 
burg, 8. Sch., tosup. Wm. H. 
Ludwig under care of Mr. Kin- 
caid, 25; to cons. Wm. H. Van 
Ingen L. M.; Alleghany City, 
M. R. Trevor 5; Peter’s Creek, 
ch., John Simmons tr., 9; Geth- 
semane, ch. 3; Mt. Pleasant, ch. 
5; Jackson and Gibson, ch. 22; 


Donations. 


100.00 


90.89 


93.00 


577.70 
— 4,214.34 


49.12 
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Eaton, ch. 6; Frankford, ch. 40; 
8. Sch. Miss. Soc. 10; Laporte, 
Wm Meylest 1; Ridley, 8. Sch., 
George and John Duflee 97 cts. ; 
Annie and Mary Short 48 cts. ; 
Susannah Buchanan 59 cts. ; 
Colls. in the classes 96 cts. ; 

Smethport, ch., per Rev. 8. M. Os- 
good, Agt., 


Maryland. 
Taneytown, church, 


Missouri. 
St. Louis, Geo, W. Willard 


Ohio. 


Mad River Asso., Thos. J. Price tr., 
10.80 ; Loss Creek, ch. 7.20; Bea- 
ver Creek, ch. 6.82 ; Honey Creek, 
ch. 3 25; 8.07 

Miami Asso.: Cincinnati, 9th st.ch., 
per Rev. J. Stevens, Agt. 

Trumbull Asso., U. H. Hutchins 
tr.: Warren ch. 41; Mecca, D. 
Higby 3; 

Delaware, Jacob Drake 50; Wash- 
ington, C. H. 8. F. Yeoman 4; 
Kinsman’s, Tensard De Wolf 5; 
Norwalk, ch. 20.20; 8. Sch., for 
Assam Orph. Sch.,2.80; Xenia,ch., 
tocons. John Blessing L. M., 100; 

191.00 


278.07 
Indiana. 


Blairsville, Asa Marsh 


Illinois. 


Alton, Ist ch., R. Flagg tr., 64.25; 
Chicago, Tabernacle 8. Sch., for 
sup. of Lewis Raymond and W. 
H. Rice in Karen Normal Sch. at 
Maulmain, 25; Roseville, ch. 5; 
Shabonnas Grove, Sarah Carpen- 
ter 8; 

Chicago, Lucius Boomer, to edu- 
cate a Siamese child, per Rev. E. 
Savage, Agt., 25.00 


10.00 


102.25 


Michigan. 
Mundy, ch. 2; Orleans, Friends 4 ; 


Wisconsin. 
Kenosha, church 


In Foreign Countries. 
Hong Kong, China, Chinese ch. 
Nellore, India, sundry contribu- 
tions 
Cape Town, Africa, J. T. Lawton 


52.87 


68.18 

20.00 
—— 141.05 
6,908.42 
Legacies. 


Raynham, Ms., Mrs. Hannah Tra- 
cy, per John Tracy, Executor, 
Paint Township, O., Elizabeth Hess, 

per Thos. J. Price, Executor, 


50.00 


804.00 
—— 854.00 


$7,852.42 
Total from April Ist, 1852, to January 3ist, 1853, 
$49,491.43. 
“Fourth ch.” Phila., Pa.,in Feb. Magazine, should 
be Tenth ch. 


Donations in Clothing and Goods. 


New York City, Wm. Colgate & Co. 
1 box, contents unknown, for 
Mrs. 8. K. Bennett, 

Do., Friends, 1 box sundries for 
Siam Mission, 

Madison, N.Y. Friends, 1 box cloth- 
ing, &c. for Rev. Mr. Bronson. 
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